
Tools for Successful Transition
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I n n o v a t i o n  



Begin with the End in Mind



Guiding Principles and Objectives

•Smooth Transitions Make The Difference!

•We Must Focus on Abilities!

•Assistive Technology is Key to Success

•Success Breeds Success (AT>School>Work>)



CIDI History

•Formerly AMAC

•2005

•Board of Regents initiative

•Print related disabilities 



Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation

CIDI creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility, ease of use, and 
high quality. 
•Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with 
evaluation, technical assistance, customer support, and web accessibility 
solutions.

•Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and 
electronic text including partial books and chapters or graphics

•Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio 
environments fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing.

•Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats 
such as PDF, DOC, DAISY, and HTML.

•Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote 
assessments, demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, 
work, and daily living environments. 

For more information: www.amacusg.org 



Tools for Life

Tools for Life, Georgia's Assistive 
Technology Act Program, is 
dedicated to increasing access to 
and acquisition of assistive 
technology (AT) devices and 
services for Georgians of all ages 
and disabilities so they can live, 
learn, work and play independently 
and with greater freedom in 
communities of their choice.



Staying off the FAST Track

Frustration
Anxiety
Stress
Tension



Tools for Life

Y o u r  A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y  A c t  P r o g r a m



Tools for Life Network



What is AT?



Assistive Technology is:

"any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether 
acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, 
that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional 
capabilities of a child with a disability.”

Assistive Technology Act



AT Assessments

Observations and 
“Hanging out with 
Intent”

Assistive Technology is 
a continuum of tools, 
strategies, and services 
that match a person’s 
needs, abilities, and 
tasks.

Low/No-tech

• pencil grip
• adapted books
• slant board
• highlighters, tape
• magnifiers
• color coding
• read to out loud
• picture schedule
• strategies for memory
• colored transparencies
• proof readers
• note taker
• dry erase board

Mid-Tech

• word prediction
• text to speech
• speech to text
• spell checkers
• talking calculators
• digital recorders
• organizers
• e-books
• adapted keyboard
• adapted mouse
• adapted toys
• CCTV
• apps under $100

High-Tech

• computer/laptops
• tablets/phablets
• smartphones
• smart pens
• OCR scanner/software
• magnification software
• speech output devices
• switch, joystick access
• scanning access
• voice recognition
• environmental
control devices

• apps over $100



Why Assistive Technology?

• For a person without a disability, 
assistive technology makes life 
easier.

• For a person with a disability, 
assistive technology makes life 
possible.



• Tablets
• Vision and Hearing items
• Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
• Communication devices
• Gaming solutions
• Software
• Switches and Keyboards
• Aids for daily living
• Environmental Control/Internet of 

Things
• 3D printed technology

TFL AT Solution and Access Labs



AT Assessments
•Comprehensive AT assessment

•$450

•Written report and recommendations

•Area of focus:
•Workplace
•Ergonomics
•Hardware/Software
•Strategies



AT Demonstrations

• Free of charge!

• Explore and learn about devices

• What will work best?
• Assist in making informed choices
• Consumer’s choice in devices
• Device loan



Smart Home Technologies

Smart Speakers
• Google Home
• Amazon Echo
• Apple HomePod

IoT Devices (Internet of Things)
• Lights
• Security
• TV
• Other



Gaming Accessibility

• Social and Recreational outlet

• Achievements

• Benefits
• Cognitive
• Motor Control
• Decision Making
• Sense of belonging



Credit-Able

•Georgia’s alternative financing program

•Collaboration between Tools for Life and the CFII
•CFII is a certified community development financial institution

•Provides financial education resources

•Low interest loans for assistive technology and credit building



App Finder Database

•Free service from Tools for Life

•Curated by our staff

•Search by:
•Price
•Operating System
•Need

•www.gatfl.gatech.edu

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu


Resources for Acquisition

•Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission
www.bsitf.georgia.gov

•Georgia Center of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
www.gchdd.org

•Vocational Rehabilitation 
www.gvra.georgia.gov

http://www.bsitf.georgia.gov
http://www.gchdd.org
http://www.gvra.georgia.gov


CIDI Services for Success



Captioning and Described Media

•Captioning 2 ways
•Live remote (CPRINT or CART)
•Added to video

•Why remote?

•Accessibility in mind 

•Audio Description

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CART stands for Communication Access Realtime Translation. CART transcribes the spoken word into English text verbatim using a stenotype machine, notebook computer, and realtime software. They type every spoken word, including false starts, misspeaks, and filler phrases. One hour of lecture will produce approximately 25 pages of transcript

A trained operator, a C-Print captionist, produces a text display of the spoken information and provides as much information as possible in grammatically correct written language. This system is called meaning-for-meaning service and will not include false starts and misspeaks. They use visual formatting such as bold, italics, and lists. One hour of lecture will produce approximately 15 pages of transcript. 



CPRINT vs CART 



E-Text

•How to request

•How it’s made

•PDF, DOC, DAISY, and HTML

•Alt-text

•Turnaround time



Braille

•Braille textbooks, brochures and 
other materials

•Tactile graphics

•NLS 

•PROFITT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Providing Real Opportunities for Income Through Technology (PROFITT) is a comprehensive prison curriculum teaching the specialized, in-demand skill of literary Braille transcription to offenders slated for impending release and return to the workforce.



ICT Accessibility

•Information and Communication 
Technology

•Title II of the ADA

•AccessGA 

•WAG

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OCR has stated that if you could have purchased software, for instance, that was accessible and chose not to, then the “undue hardship” defense does not apply.

AccessGA is a joint initiative of the State of Georgia ADA Coordinator's Office, the Georgia Institute of Technology's Center for Inclusive Design & Innovation, and The Georgia Technology Authority. AccessGA's purpose is to support Georgia state agencies with Information and Communication Technology (ICT) accessibility, promoting equal and timely access for employees and customers with a wide range of disabilities.

The Web Accessibility Group (WAG) began at UGA in 2011 and transitioned to Georgia Tech in 2015. Its purpose is to bring together individuals throughout the University System of Georgia (USG) attempting to navigate the complex Section 508 standards. The WAG currently offers web accessibility information and assistance through a wiki, listserv, and monthly online meetings where expert presenters are invited to share best practices and solutions. The WAG works closely with CIDI's AccessGA project.



Student Download Center

•Student receives login info

•Access to download center for e-
text, software and tutorials

•Softwares: Dolphin EasyReader, 
Claro Read, Learning Ally and 
more



Questions?



The Tools for Life Team

Liz Persaud
Program and Outreach Manager
liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu

Martha Rust
AT Access Team Manager
martha.rust@gatfl.gatech.edu

Danny Housley
AT Acquisition Manager
danny.housley@gatfl.gatech.edu

Ben Jacobs
Accommodations Specialist
ben.jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu

Rachel Wilson
AT Specialist
rachel.wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu

Sam Peters
Program Specialist
speters37@gatech.edu

Sarah Endicott
Research Scientist
sarah.endicott@design.gatech.edu

Tori Holder
Outreach Scientist
tori.holder@gatfl.gatech.edu

Ciara Montes
AT Specialist
ciara.montes@gatfl.gatech.edu

Annabel Joyner
Graphic Design Intern
ajoyner8@gatech.edu

DeeDee Bunn
Speech-Language Pathologist
dbunn6@gatech.edu

Ben Satterfield
Research Associate
rsatterfield8@gatech.edu

Carolyn Phillips
Director, Tools for Life
carolyn.phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu

mailto:liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:martha.rust@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:danny.housley@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:ben.jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu
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mailto:sarah.endicott@design.gatech.edu
mailto:tori.holder@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:ciara.montes@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:ajoyner8@gatech.edu
mailto:dbunn6@gatech.edu
mailto:rsatterfield8@gatech.edu
mailto:carolyn.phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu


Contact Us

Tools for Life, Georgia’s Assistive Technology Act Program
Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation (formerly AMAC Accessibility)
Georgia Institute of Technology 
1-800-497-8665
www.gatfl.gatech.edu
info@gatfl.gatech.edu

Disclaimer: Produced by Tools for Life (TFL), which is a result of the Assistive Technology 
Act of 1998, as amended in 2004. TFL is a program of the Georgia Institute of Technology, 
College of Design, Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation (formerly AMAC Accessibility) 
and was made possible by Grant Number H224C030009 from the Administration for 
Community Living. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official views of HHS.

facebook.com/gatoolsforlife

@tools4life_at

@tools4life_at

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/
mailto:info@gatfl.gatech.edu
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