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Agenda 

• Welcome to the Assistive Technology revolution! The 
world around us is evolving at an astounding rate. 
Assistive Technology developments have been 
foundational in this evolution and a catalyst producing 
positive life-changing results for individuals with 
disabilities. This course will present what’s new in AT 
and and in the AT community as we explore where we 
were, where we are, and perhaps, where we are 
going. Possible solutions to expedite knowledge 
transfer from research journals to your clients whether 
they are school, at home, at work, or in the community 
will also be discussed. 
 
For Handouts: http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


Learning Objectives 

 

Upon completion of this course You will be able to: 

 
1. Summarize 2 current research studies or technology trends 
regarding applying specific AT in research studies or 
technology trends regarding applying specific AT in 
educational environments. 

 
2. Summarize the evolution of one assistive technology 
solution. 

 
3. Access and assess 3 resources to discover new AT 
solutions to support students. 
 

 
For Handouts: http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


Why I Here Today? 
• Master Our Skills! 

• Expand Our Knowledge and 

• Build Stronger Schools to Create an amazing, Inclusive and United Community! 



Hope begins in the dark, the 

stubborn hope that if you just show 

up and try to do the right thing, the 

dawn will come.   

     

                                    ~Anne Lamott 



AMAC 

AMAC Accessibility is a social change 
organization on a mission to create 
affordable services for 
governmental, private and non-
profits organization working with 
individuals with disabilities. Services 
include e-text, braille, captioning, 
assistive technology, office 
management software and 
consulting. 



Accessibility Made Smart 

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility,  
ease of use, and high quality.  
  
• Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with evaluation, 

technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility solutions. 
• Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and electronic 

text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge 
technology. 

• Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments 
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

• Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats such as PDF, 
DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

• Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote assessments, 
demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, work, and daily living 
environments.  

 
For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission 

We’re here to help Georgians 

with disabilities gain access to 

and acquisition of assistive 

technology devices and assistive 

technology services so they can 

live, learn, work, and play 

independently in the 

communities of their choice. 



• TFL developed Georgia’s Plan for AT  

• We serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 

• Over 50,000 thru various activities throughout the year 

• TFL Network 

• Assistive Technology Resource Centers 

• Lending Libraries 

• Training and Demonstrations 

• AT Reuse 

• AT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

• Online Resources 

• www.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

Tools for Life 

Georgia’s Federal AT Act Program 



Tools for Life Network 

 

• AT Lending 

Library 

• AT Evaluations & 

Training 

• AT Demos 

• Resource and 

Assistance 

• AT Funding 

Assistance   

• DME Reuse  

http://www.waltonoptions.org /




TFL AppFinder 

Search by: 

 App Name 

 Categories  
– Book  

– Education 

– Environmental Adaptations 

– Hearing 

– Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 

– Navigation 

– Personal Care and Safety 

– Productivity   

– Communication 

– Therapeutic Aids 

– Vision 



Join us for Upcoming Webinars 

and Visit our Archives! 

 
Sign up to be on the TFL mailing list to receive our email announcements! Visit 

www.gatfl.org or send an email to Liz - liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

Title: Finding Your Strategy: Understanding Assistive Technology 

Funding Resources 

Date: Wednesday September 25 2013 

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm EST 

Title: What's Your Script? Assistive Technology and Writing 

Date: Thursday September 26 2013 

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm EST 

http://www.gatfl.org/
mailto:liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/event.php?i=783
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/event.php?i=783
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/event.php?i=784






The Need for Alternative Funding 

• Funding is the greatest barrier for individuals 
with disabilities to acquire assistive technology 

 

• Third party funding sources are not increasing 
and their eligibility criteria are narrowing 

 

• Traditional credit financing for assistive 
technology has not been available for individuals 
with disabilities 

 



Direct AT Service Activities 

• Web-based Funding Guide 

 

• A resource for locating funding sources for AT devices 

and services. This guide was developed to make the 

funding process easier and to assist consumers in 

getting the assistive technology they need.  

 

• New resources added frequently! 







Direct AT Service Activities 

• FREE resource for finding and exchanging assistive technology (AT) 
devices online 
 

• Place an ad requesting items for sale, donation, or needed  
 

• gTRADE and Tools for Life encourages members to offer AT devices 
and information for sale or by donation to others who may benefit 
from using technology and equipment no longer in need by others 
 

• This online equipment exchange program was developed to make to 
make AT devices and services available and accessible to 
Georgians with disabilities 
 

• www.gtradeonline.org 

http://www.gtradeonline.org/




 













Neuroplasticity 

Research 

  Neuroplasticity research has established, 
beyond doubt, that instead of being a 
static cell mass, our brain is actually a 

dynamic system of neural networks that 
has the capability of significant growth 

under favorable circumstances. 
 

Rudraprosad Chakraborty, M.D. 

 



12 Brain Rules –  

John Medina Ph.D. 

The brain is an amazing 
thing. Most of us have no idea 
what’s really going on inside our 
heads. Yet brain scientists have 
uncovered details every business 
leader, parent, and teacher should 
know.  
Dr. John Medina- Developmental 
Molecular Biologist 



12 Brain Rules  

1. Exercise boosts brain power 

2. Human brain evolved 

3. Every brain is wired differently 

4. We don’t pay attention to boring things 

5. Repeat to remember 

6. Remember to repeat 



12 Brain Rules 

7. Sleep well, think well 

8. Stressed brains don’t learn the same 
way 

9. Stimulate more of the senses 

10.VISION trumps all other senses 

WE SEE WITH OUR BRAINS 

11.Male and female brains are different 

12.We are powerful natural explorers 



How Your Child Learns 

Best 



How Your Child Learns 

Best 

Everything we learn comes to the brain 

through our senses 

Brain can’t process billions of bits of info 

every sec. 

Equipped with filters to protect from 

overload & focus on the data most 

critical for survival. 



How Your Child Learns 

Best 

When stress is high, amygdala diverts 

info to the reflex automatic system, non-

thinking reactions (flight/fight) 

 

When amygdala is in a safe state and 

emotions are positive, info is passed on 

to the memory-making and thinking 

networks in the brain 



How Your Child Learns 

Best 

Stress, boredom, frustration or 

confusion block the flow of info through 

amygdala to the thinking brain 

When learning is associated with 

pleasure, the amygdala “stamps” that 

info with increased memory impact 



How Your Child Learns 

Best 

  You need brain-friendly strategies 

to empower your child to respond 

to the most useful sensory input 

from the environment and turn that 

data into retained knowledge 



Neuroplasticity 

When the action is repeated, the more 

dendrites sprout to connect new 

memories to old ones, stronger the 

connections become, the more 

efficient the brain becomes at 

retrieving that memory or action 



















Switch Access 



Access - Joystick 
  



Tongue Drive System 

• Ga Tech 

• Shepherd Center and Rehab Institute of Chicago 

• Wireless device that enables 
people with high-level spinal 
cord injuries to operate a 
computer and maneuver an 
electrically powered 
wheelchair simply by moving 
their tongues 

• dental retainer embedded 
with sensors 

• detect movement of a tiny 
magnet attached to the 
tongue 

• Testing with iPods and 
iPhones 

 







Which One??? 



LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT 

SOME OPTIONS 



SOME OF OUR FAVORITE 

APPS! 



Darwin Wallet 

 • Uses the camera to 

determine the 

currency 

• Hold the bill in front of 

the phone's camera 

and the app will 

speak its value 

• Free  



Magnify  

• FREE 

• Turns Android phone 
into a digital magnifying 
glass with built-in 
flashlight 

• Can use gestures 
anywhere on the 
screen: 
– Double-tap: Zoom out/in 

– Single-tap: Focus 

– Long-press: Turn light 
on/off 



Hearing Saver 

 • Operates in the 
background to protect 
your ears automatically 

• Simple way to avoid 
accidentally hurting 
your ears when 
plugging in or 
unplugging your 
Android device's wired 
or bluetooth headset 

• Does take time to set-
up 

• FREE 



MyMedSchedule 

• Keep track of medication 

• Reminders 

• Refill Reminders 

• Healthcare Provider 

Profiles 

• Insurance Information 

• Allergies 

• Works across Platforms 

• Free 

• www.mymedschedule.com  

http://www.mymedschedule.com/


Ginger App 

• Free 

• Grammar and Spell 

checker 

• Personal Assistant 

• Use it to correct text 

messages, Whatsapp 

messages, Gmail and 

Outlook emails, and 

even social media 

apps such as 

Facebook 

 



Pageonce 

• Free 

• Keep track of your 

cash and credit cards 

• Pay your bills 

• Real-time alerts and 

reminders about 

upcoming bills, 

overage charges, and 

suspicious 

transactions 

• Understand your debt 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLIAY-1OHyk


Key Ring 

• One Place to store all 

reward cards   

• Organized 

• Android & Apple 

version 

• www.keyringapp.com  

• Free! 

 

http://www.keyringapp.com/


Bump 

• Use Bump™ to share 

contact information and 

photos by simply 

bumping two phones 

together.  

• Just open Bump, hold 

your phones, and gently 

bump your hands 

together  

• Free! Demo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHVJYz7Z0Po
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niJguU7r-bs&feature=related


Dragon Dictation 

 Voice Recognition  

 Free 

 Dictate notes, emails, 

Twitter, and Facebook 

 Supports many 

languages 

 Cut, Copy, Paste 

 Android 

 Dragon Go! 

 Dragon Hands Free 

Assistant 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0blnQ2uGrI


AudioNote 

 
• Records your notes, meetings 

or lectures 

 

• Can take notes by typing, 

stylus, or drawing 

 

• Time stamps so you can go 

directly to where you want to 

hear 

 

• Highlights notes when read 

back 

 

• $4.99 



FBReader TTS+ Plugin 

• Free 

• eBook Reader 

• Text-To-Speech plugin for 

FBReader for Android 

• Can highlight whole 

sentences or paragraphs 

• Change settings for voice 

and download voices 



Perfect OCR 

 

 

  
• $3.99 

• Uses the built in camera 

to scan documents 

• Edit, copy, store, email 

documents 

• Upload to online storage 

is as Evernote 

• Does take practice for 

picture 



iHomework 

• Keep up-to-date with your 

school work, grades, to-

do's, teacher's 

information 

 

• School organizer that can 

be with you anywhere 

you go, whether that be 

on your iPhone/iPod 

touch, iPad, or Mac 

 



Reminders  

• Built-in App 

• Works with VoiceOver 

• Organize your reminders 

• Siri if have iPhone 4s or 5 

• The new iPad 



MyScript Calculator 

• Use your handwriting to write 

any arithmetic formula 

• Write and calculate 

mathematical expressions in  

with no keyboard 

• Scratch-out gestures to easily 

delete symbols and numbers 

• Portrait and landscape 

operation 

• Redo and undo functions 

 

 



Money Counter Calculator 

• iPad only 

• Enter amount of coins 

and dollars and total 

is provided 

• Free 

 

 



Picture Scheduler 

• Create visual tasks with 

attached audio, video or 

picture 

• Tasks can have alarms 

• Alarms can be repeated 

daily, weekly, monthly or 

you can select specific 

weekdays 

• Tasks can be organized 

into categories with a 

picture 

• Can hide task and reveal 

later 

 

 



Speak it! 

 
• Copy emails, documents, web 

pages, PDF files, and more; 

paste them into Speak it!, and 

have the text spoken back to 

you. 

• Email text to speech files 

• Make announcements over PA 

system 

• Endless phrases and possible 

uses 

• $1.99 



BrailleTouch 

• Prototype app for 
touchscreen mobile devices 

• FREE Open Source app  

• 32 words per minute with 
92% accuracy with the 
prototype app for the 
iPhone 

• Use of the six-key 
configuration so that the 
keyboard fits on the screen 
and users keep their fingers 
in a relatively fixed position 
while texting 

• GA Tech Researchers 

 

 

 

• Type with screen facing 
away 

• Braille like typing 



LookTel Money Reader 

• iOS App 

• $1.99 

• Uses camera 

• Speaks out loud 

• Do not need to hold 

bill steady or in entire 

frame 

http://appshopper.com/utilities/looktel-money-reader


iZen Garden 

• Choose from 100s of 

objects, plants and 

creatures to place in 

your garden 

• Rake the sand and 

share your creations  

• Helps you to center 

your mind, relax your 

psyche and relieve 

your stress 

 

 



Talk with Us! 
 

What are Your 

Technology Trends? 



Our Question to You:  

What have You Learned today? 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Contact   

Carolyn Phillips 

Director of Tools for Life 

Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Liz Persaud 

Training, Development and Outreach Coordinator 

Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Martha Rust 

AT Specialist  

Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Disclaimer 

This presentation is produced by Tools for 

Life which is a result of the Assistive 

Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 

2004. It is a program of the Georgia 

Institute of Technology, Enterprise 

Innovation Institute [EI2], Alternative Media 

Access Center (AMAC) and is funded by 

grant #H224C030009 of the Rehabilitation 

Services Administration (RSA), 

Department of Education. The contents of 

this presentation were developed under a 

grant from the Department of Education. 

However, those contents do not 

necessarily represent the policy of the 

Department of Education, Georgia Tech, 

EI2 or AMAC and you should not assume 

endorsement by the Federal government. 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu

