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This Session is being Recorded 



CEUs and CRCs are Available 

 CEUs are approved for .10 clock hours and are 
administered through Georgia Tech Professional 
Education 

 CRCs are approved for 1.0 clock hours and are 
administered through the Commission on 
Rehabilitation Counselor Certification 

 To receive your verification form, send an e-mail with the 
webinar title and date, your full name, organization, city, 
state, e-mail address and date of birth to 
Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu   

mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu


Webinar Evaluation 

At the end of today’s webinar, we ask that you 
please take a moment to complete our survey: 

 

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar 

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar


Join us for Upcoming Webinars! 

 



unlocking potential 

We Believe 

Every learner deserves 

tools that unlock their 

potential. 



 Set of Tools 
 
 ALL students  Typical Learners, ESOL, Struggling Readers, 

Students with Disabilities 
 
 Available Everywhere 
 

 Import or Scan Learning Materials 

 
 Features that can be accessed as needed and customized 

 Reading with Highlighting and speed, voice, color preferences 
 Dictionary and Translation 
 Auditory feedback when writing, talking spell check, word 

prediction, wordlists, templates 

 

 



 Kurzweil 3000-firefly gives students universal access to 
their files and learning supports that they might need 
 

 Can be accessed anytime, anywhere, on any device 
 
 Files are stored in a cloud-based Universal Library for 

easy access from anywhere 
 
 Full version at School 

 Reading 
 Vocabulary Development 
 Study Skills 
 Writing 

What is Kurzweil 3000-firefly? 



 For Students 
 Access to Learning 

materials same login as at 
school 
 School Public Folder 

 School System Public 
Folder 

 Student folders for their 
work 

 Classic Literature, Reading 
A-Z, Non-fiction Bookbag 

 All Reading features 
available 

 Student preferences 
remembered 

 

Kurzweil 3000-firefly Universal Library 

 For Teachers 
 Student accounts and 

logins 

 Team Management 

 Files that teachers want 
to share with students 

 Student usage records 

 Help Files 

 Classic Literature, Reading 
A-Z, Non-fiction Bookbag, 
Samples 

 

http://www.fireflybykurzweil.com 

http://www.fireflybykurzweil.com/


 Read aloud with highlighting in preferred colors 
 
 Reading voice, speed, mode, and unit changeable 
 
 Look up definitions 
 
 Get synonyms, pronunciations 
 
 Translate words or paragraphs into other languages 
 
 Reading on the Web 
 
 Audio file capability 

 
 

Reading & Vocabulary 



 Highlight main ideas, subtopics, and details with 
highlighters 

 
 Extract highlights to a study document in outline format 

or column notes 
 
 Highlight vocabulary words and extract to column 

notes or vocabulary study guide 
 
 Add annotations and hyperlinks 
 
 Add bubble notes for comprehension support or 

questions that student has 
 
 
 

Study Skills 



 Auditory feedback while typing both words and 
sentences 

 

 Writing continuum 
 Planning through editing 

 Brainstorm, outline, draft, finish and edit 

 

 Word Lists  

 

 Word Prediction 

 

 Writing Templates  

Writing 



 Using the program for increasing student 
independence 

 

 Implementing strategies like SQ3R 

 

 Using the program for writing instruction 

 

 Accessing Teacher-created learning materials  

 

Kurzweil 3000-firefly Highlights 



 Original plan 
 Introductory 2 hour webinar for all teachers during pre-planning 

 Work with students in schools, modeling use 

 

  
 Some kind of technical issue 

 Wrong link was sent out 

 

  
 Teachers trained during planning time or whole group after school 

  

 Started 

 Suggestions for using Quick Takes in the Training Manual 

 Supporting the Uploading of Content 

Implementation   





with teacher laptops than with computers hardwired to the 
network all the time.  Laptops on carts were installed easily.  

 
 Planning time was not sufficient to help some teachers feel 

ready to use the software with students. 
 
 Many initiatives going on at once! 
 
 Move to Chromebooks! 
 
 Many students without technology at home. 
 
 Modeling with students was limited to 4 pilot schools. 

 

Implementation Barriers 



 Training time needs to be unencumbered  - time set 
aside to focus on the program and its use in the 
classroom 

 

 Training time needs to be at least 2-3 hours 

 

 Pilot schools worked where there was a strong 
facilitator and advocate for the use of the program 

 

 Training a small group of teachers who will become the 

the rest of the staff is a better use of training time 

 

Lessons Learned 



Kurzweil Education 

  
 
  For questions or comments, you may contact: 

 

Matt Swilling 
Kurzweil Education 
678-575-4374 
matt.swilling@kurzweiledu.com 
 

Pat Satterfield 
Center For AT Excellence 
770-923-3202 
pat@c4atx.com 
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