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 You will be able to access the archive of 
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www.gatfl.gatech.edu   
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Credits 

 CEUs are Approved for .15 clock hours and are 

administered through Georgia Tech Professional 

Education 

 CRCs are Approved for 1.5 clock hours by the Certified 

Rehabilitation Counselor Certification  

 

 To receive your verification form, send an e-mail with the webinar 

title and date, your full name, organization, city, state, e-mail 

address and date of birth to Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu   

 

mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu


Webinar Evaluation 

At the end of today’s webinar, we ask that you 

please take a moment to complete our survey: 

 

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar  

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar


Agenda 

• Welcome to the Assistive Technology 
revolution! The world around us is evolving at 
an astounding rate. Assistive Technology 
developments have been foundational in this 
evolution and a catalyst producing positive 
life-changing results for individuals with 
disabilities. This talk will present what’s new 
in AT and in the AT community as we explore 
where we were, where we are, and perhaps, 
where we are going.  
 
For Handouts: http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


Accessibility Made Smart 

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility,  
ease of use, and high quality.  
  
• Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with evaluation, 

technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility solutions. 
• Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and electronic 

text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge 
technology. 

• Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments 
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

• Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats such as PDF, 
DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

• Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote assessments, 
demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, work, and daily living 
environments.  

 
For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission 

We’re here to help Georgians 

with disabilities gain access to 

and acquisition of assistive 

technology devices and assistive 

technology services so they can 

live, learn, work, and play 

independently in the 

communities of their choice. 



• TFL developed Georgia’s Plan for AT  

• We serve individuals of all ages & disabilities in Georgia 
• Over 50,000+ thru various activities throughout the year 

• TFL Network 
• Assistive Technology Resource Centers 

• Lending Libraries 

• Training and Demonstrations 

• AT Reuse 

• AT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

• Online Resources at www.gatfl.gatech.edu  

Tools for Life 

Georgia’s Federal AT Act Program 

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/


Tools for Life Network 

AT Lending Library 

AT Evaluations & Training 

AT Demos 

Resource and Assistance 

AT Funding Assistance   

AT & DME Reuse  

http://www.waltonoptions.org /




TFL AppFinder 

Search by: 

 App Name 

 Categories  
– Book  

– Education 

– Environmental Adaptations 

– Hearing 

– Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 

– Navigation 

– Personal Care and Safety 

– Productivity   

– Communication 

– Therapeutic Aids 

– Vision 



Tools for Life AT Demo Lab 

• Tablets 

• Vision Items 

• DME 

• Communication 

• Games 

• Software 

• Switches 

• Keyboards   

 



Aging in Place: Questions to 

Consider 

• Entrances 

• Hallways 

• Staircases 

• Kitchen 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms 

• Living room 

• Storage Spaces 



Safety questions for the exterior 

and entrances include:  

Is there adequate lighting to see walkways 
and entrances?  

 

Are steps in good repair and do they have 
non-slip surfaces?  

 

Are there handrails for the steps and are 
handrails securely fastened?  

 

Do the handrails run continuously from the 
top to the bottom of the entire flight of stairs?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Are walkways and entrances free of objects that 

could be tripped over?  

 

Can you clearly see the edges of steps? 

 

Are entrances wide enough to provide 

unobstructed entering with or without an 

assistive device, such as a wheelchair?  

Safety questions for the 

exterior and entrances 

~ Tammy Irion 



Strategies & Solutions 

for…Entrances/Doorways  
• Widen exterior walkways for safety.  

• Widen entrances and doorways to provide easier 
access for both wheelchair users and non-users; 
minimum doorway width for wheelchair passage 
is 32 inches.  

• Install handles, pulls, latches, and locks on doors 
that are easier to grasp with one hand and that do 
not require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting.  

• Place lever, push types, or U-shaped handles 
over existing round doorknobs to allow easier 
opening of doors.  

• Lower thresholds to allow safer and easier 
entrance for wheelchair users and non-users.  



Entrances 

• Half-Step- consider using 

if the first step is too 

large, works for indoor 

and outdoor stairs 

 

 

• Anywhere lighting- Such 

as stick-n- click or Push 

on Lights to brighten up 

dark staircases 

 

• Skid resistant indoor/ 

outdoor rugs/ mats 

 

• Keyless locks 

 

 

 

• Handrails/ grab bars 



Safety questions for 

proper lighting 
Do areas have adequate lighting for reading, seeing 

where one is walking, and performing activities?  

 

Are light bulbs the appropriate size and type for the 
lamp or fixture?  

 

Are light switches accessible to a person before 
entering rooms?  

 

Are lights glare-free?  
~ Tammy Irion 



Strategies & Solutions 

for…Lighting  

• Add lighting to poorly lit areas of a home, both 
interior and exterior.  

• Install motion sensitive lighting to the exterior of the 
home for security and visibility for safe mobility.  

• Use the highest wattage bulb allowed for light 
fixtures.  

• Use non-glare light bulbs.  

• Lower light switches for people in wheelchairs to 
access.  

• Install touch or rocker type light switches for persons 
with minimal hand use.  



Safety questions for stairways 

Are stairways adequately lighted?  

Are handrails present on at least one side of the 

staircase?  

Are the handrails securely fastened to walls?  

Do the handrails run the entire length of the flight of 

stairs?  

Are the step edges clearly visible?  

Are stairways free of objects?  

Are light switches located at the top and bottom of 

stairs?  
~ Tammy Irion 



Staircases 

• Stair lifts- look for one with a 

seat configuration that is 

height-adjustable, compact 

and folds up (so others in your 

house can use the stairs ). The 

ideal stair lift should also have 

a full backrest for maximum 

seated comfort.  

 

• Half-Step- consider using if the 

first step is too large, works for 

indoor and outdoor stairs 

• Anywhere lighting- Such as 

stick-n- click or Push on Lights 

to brighten up dark staircases 



Hallways 

• Anywhere lighting- Such 

as stick-n- click or Push 

on Lights to brighten up 

dark staircases 

 

• Skid-resistant rugs 

 

• Smoke alarm for 

deaf/hard of hearing 

 

 

 

• Organize cords- cost 

efficient use toilet paper 

rolls  



Safety questions for 

flooring/rugs/obstructions 
Are carpet edges taped or tacked down?  

 

Are all rugs and mats slip-resistant?  

 

Is the flooring slippery?  

 

Are rooms free of obstructions to allow safe 
mobility?  

 

Are rooms set up to promote easy and safe 
mobility?  ~ Tammy Irion 



Strategies & Solutions 

for…Flooring  

• Replace glaring or slippery flooring with non-glare 
and non-slip flooring.  

• Remove any throw rugs that may be a fall hazard.  

• Replace rugs without non-slip backing with rugs 
that have slip-resistant backing or add non-slip 
material to back of rugs.  

• Widen hallways to four feet wherever possible, 
allowing enough room for easy mobility.  



Safety questions for 

electrical outlets and cords  
Are electrical cords in good condition?  

 

Do outlets and switches have cover plates?  

 

Are cords placed out of the flow of traffic?  

 

Are cords out from beneath furniture and rugs or 
carpeting?  

 

Do extension cords carry more than their proper 
load?  ~ Tammy Irion 



Modifications for mobility  

• Remove cords or place cords out of the way 
for safety and easier mobility.  

 

• Rearrange rooms for better flow.  

 

• Install grab bars for support.  

 

• Provide areas to sit and rest in different areas 

for persons who fatigue easily.  



Safety questions for 

telephones  

Are emergency numbers posted on or 

near telephones?  

 

Do you have access to a telephone if you 

fall?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Strategies & Solutions 

for…Phones  

• Arrange telephones around the house to provide 

access in case of a fall.  

 

• Tape emergency numbers to all phones. 

  

• Install an intercom system for people with limited 

mobility to eliminate the need to get up.  



Safety questions for 

alarms  

Are smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

detectors properly located? 

  

Do the smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

detectors work properly?  

 

Do you have an emergency exit plan in the 

event of a fire?  

~ Tammy Irion 



 

Safety questions for Storage 

areas 

 Is there adequate lighting, especially in areas of power 

tool use?  

 Are light switches located, so a person does not have to 

walk through a dark area?  

 Are containers of flammable/hazardous liquids properly 

labeled and tightly capped?  

 Are containers of flammable/hazardous liquids stored 

out of living areas and away from other materials that 

may cause sparks?  

 Do power tools have a 3-prong electrical plug that is 

used as a grounding feature?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Storage 

• Lighting 

• Cords organized 

• Boxes proper weight 

• Consider storage that 

has pull out drawers 

• Reachers 

• Step stool 

 



Strategies & Solutions 

for…Storage 

• If possible, locate all storage areas within the 

shoulder to waist area, eliminating the need to 

bend down or to stand on tiptoe.  

 

• As with doors, replace cabinet and drawer 

hardware with handles, pulls, and latches that 

are easier to grasp with one hand and that do 

not require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting.  



• Lighting 

• Cords organized 

• Boxes proper weight 

• Consider storage that 

has pull out drawers 

• Reachers 

• Step stool 

AT Solutions: Storage 



Safety questions for the kitchen 

 Are all flammable objects located away from the range?  

 

 Do you wear clothing with short or close-fitting sleeves 
when using the range?  

 

 Are ventilation systems working properly?  

 

 Are all electrical cords located away from the sink and 
range?  

 

 Are storage areas easily reached without having to 
stand on tiptoe or on a chair?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Safety questions for the 

kitchen 
If you have a stepstool, is it in good condition, 

strong enough to support you, and does it have 

non-slip surfaces?  

 

Are chairs without wheels armrest equipped and of 

proper height for safe transfers?  

 

Are linoleum floors slippery?  

 

Do outlets have ground fault interruption?  
~ Tammy Irion 



Strategies & Solutions 

Kitchen 

• Install a wall oven for appropriate height and 
access.  

• For wheelchair users, install or modify floor 
cabinets to allow toe space at the bottom for 
footrests.  

• Use a side-by-side refrigerator with adjustable 
shelves and drawers.  

• Install adequate counter space to allow for sliding 
of heavy items and to eliminate heavy lifting.  



• Install turntables for easy access of items. 

  

• Install easy-glide pull-out shelving to decease 
the need for reaching and bending.  

 

• Adapt or replace knobs on appliance controls to 
a larger size for easier use.  

 

• Install ground fault interruption outlets.  

Strategies & Solutions 

Kitchen 



Kitchens 

• Automatic soap 

dispensers 

• Automatic trash cans 

• Automatic appliances 

(can openers) 

• Jar grippers/Jar openers 

• Adaptive utensils/ cups/ 

plates 

• Adaptive cutting boards  

• Fire alarm for deaf/ hard 

of hearing 

• Motion sensor faucets 

• Smart appliances (fridge) 

• Pill reminder with alarm 

• Pullout drawers for 

cabinets 

• Push on lights 

• Reachers 

• Talking scales 

• Color coded measuring 

cups/ spoons 

• Longer sleeved pot 

holders 

• Step stool 

 





Modifications to Water Controls  

• Install a single-handed control that controls both 

temperature and water flow.  

 

• Install hot water feeds and draining pipes to 

prevent scalding.  

 

• Install thermostatic valves to regulate water 

temperature and prevent scalding.  



Safety questions for Living 

Room 

Safety questions for these 

areas include:  

Are chimneys clear of any material that may clog 
them?  

Has the chimney been cleaned in the past year?  

Is there a guard on the front of the fireplace to 
block embers and sparks?  

Are passageways well lit?  

Are exits and passageways kept clear of 
obstructions?  

Is all furniture at a height to allow for easy sitting 
and standing?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Living Room 

• Non- Slip rugs 

• Proper height 

furniture 

• Remote for TV 

• TV Ears 

• Magifier 

• Stands for books/ 

tablets/ food 

• Cords organized 

• Lighting 

• Environmental 

controls for Lights/ 

blinds/ etc 

• Easy to reach phones 

• Easy assist lift for 

chairs 



• Non- Slip rugs 

• Proper height furniture 

• Remote for TV 

• TV Ears 

• Magnifier 

• Stands for books/ tablets / food 

• Cords organized (declutter) 

• Lighting 

• Environmental controls for 

Lights/ blinds/ etc 

• Easy to reach phones 

• Easy assist lift for chairs 

AT Solutions: Living Room 



Safety questions for the 

Bedroom 

Are lamps or light switches within reach of each 
bed?  

Do you ever go to sleep with a heating pad that is 
turned on?  

Are beds of appropriate height to allow safe on and 
off transfers?  

Can you reach objects from closets and shelves 
without standing on tiptoe or on a chair?  

Do outlets have ground fault interruption?  

~ Tammy Irion 



• Rearrange furniture closer to light switches or 

more lamps closer to beds.  

 

• Convert a room close to the bath and toilet 

rooms for convenient access.  

 

• Elevate the bed to allow for easier transfers on 

and off the bed.  

Strategies & Solutions 

Bedroom 



Bedrooms 

• Lighting 

• Talking alarms 

• Bed shaker 

• Dressing stick 

• Long handle shoe 

horn 

• Easy to reach 

bedside lights 

• Easy to reach phone 

• Cord organizer 

• Night lights 

• Chair (for getting 

dressed if needed) 

 



• Lighting 

• Talking alarms 

• Bed shaker 

• Dressing stick 

• Long handle shoe horn 

• Easy to reach bedside 

lights 

• Easy to reach phone 

• Cord organizer 

• Night lights 

• Chair (for getting 

dressed if 

needed) 

 

AT Solutions: Bedrooms 



Safety questions for the 

bathroom  

Do bathtubs and showers have non-slip surfaces?  

Is the water temperature 120 degrees or lower?  

Are electrical appliances unplugged when not in 
use?  

Are electrical appliances and cords away from the 
sink and/or bathtub?  

Are medications properly labeled and stored in the 
containers they came in?  

Are toilet seats high enough to allow for ease in 
transfers?  

~ Tammy Irion 



Bathrooms 

• Non-slip floor/ tiles 

• Automatic soap/ 

toothpaste dispenser 

• Universal quad cuff (tooth 

bush/ hair brush) 

• Anti-fog mirror 

• Grab bars 

• Talking scales 

• Lightening 

• Shower chair 

 

 

 

• Moveable shower head 

• Chair (sit to do hair/ 

makeup) 

• Heated floors 

• Heated towel rack 

• Floss Aide 

• Automatic dryer 

• Raised toilets 

• Night lights 

• Grippers for faucets 

 





• Configure fixtures and accessories so a person can 
easily maneuver without obstructions.  

• Install automatic faucets, hand dryers, and 
soap/shampoo dispensers for a person with limited 
hand function and upper-body strength.  

• Use a shower curtain instead of a shower door for 
easier access to the shower.  

• Install an anti-scald device and a hand-held shower 
head.  

• Install ground fault interruption outlets.  

Strategies & Solutions 

Bathroom 



• Install a wide, walk-in shower with no lip for wheelchair 

users.  

• Lower counters for wheelchair users.  

• Eliminate throw rugs and replace with non-slip flooring or 

non-slip mats.  

• Install raised toilet seats for easier transfers.  

• Install grab bars in the shower/bath and by the toilet for 

stability and safety.  

• Position toilet flushing device and toilet paper within easy 

reach.  

Strategies & Solutions 

Bathroom 



Looking Back to See Forward… 

In 1990, the internet was something used by 

fantasy baseball fanatics on CompuServe and 

mobile phones were the size of toddlers — a 

luxury for those who could afford to not use 

pay phones. Satellite TV meant having a 

massive dish on your property; millions 

struggled with programming their VCRs to 

tape L.A. Law; bills were paid by check... in 

the mail.  

By Chris Morran 



Future 

 • Evening out the playing field 

• The Future is Contextual 

– GPS apps 

– Ads on Internet 

– Smart watches  

– Social Media 

• Proust.com 
• Martha Rust 

 





Locabulary 

• Uses GPS to track user 

location and suggests 

appropriate vocabulary based 

on location  

– ie: McDonald’;s starbucks 

• A keyboard to type for text-to-

speech 

• User can tag their own 

locations and create 

vocabulary for each location 

• Lite version Free; Pro version 

$130 



TechSage (RERC) 

• Funded by: National Institute on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), Dept. 
of Ed 

• Timeline: Oct 1, 2013 – Sept 30, 2018 

• Amount: $4.6 million ($925k/year) + ~ $1 
million GT cost share 

• Interdisciplinary: CoA (ID, GIS, AMAC), CoS 
(Psych), CoE (BME), CoC (HCI/HCC), IPAT 
(IMTC, Awarehome), GTRI, Emory Ctr. for 
Health in Aging, CS/Engineering USC 

57 RERC TechSAGE 



TechSage Mission 

To conduct programs of advanced 

rehabilitation engineering (RE) and technical 

R&D to increase knowledge about, 

availability of, and access to effective, 

universally-designed technologies that 

enable people to sustain independence, 

maintain health, safely engage in basic 

activities of daily living at home and 

community, and participate in society as 

they age with disability.  
58 



Core Principles and 

Strategies 

• Focus on People with Disability who are 

Experiencing Age-Related Limitations 

• A Basis in User Needs 

• UD as the Fundamental Goal of all Efforts 

• Multi and Interdisciplinary Approach to 

Improving Rehabilitation Outcomes 

59 RERC TechSAGE 



Scope 

• Research (Rogers) 
– R1. User Needs (Rogers, Fain, Jones) 
– R2. Effects of Hearing Loss (Bruce, Echt) 
– R3. Exercise Telerobotics (Mitzner, Beer) 

• Development (Price) 
– D1. App Development  

• D1.1. Cognitive Training Game (Gandy-Kennedy) 

• D1.2. Route Planning App (Sanford, Guhathakurta) 

• D1.3. Mobile App to Measure Gait (Jones, Johnson) 
– D2.  SmartBathroom Technologies (Sanford,Jones) 
– D3.  Intelligent Robotics (Kemp)  

• Training (Sanford) 
– T1. Online Education (Phillips) 
– T2. Post Secondary Education (Sanford) 
– T3. UD Competition (Rébola) 

• Dissemination (Mitzner) 

 

 

 

 

60 





Neuroplasticity 

Research 

  Neuroplasticity research has established, 
beyond doubt, that instead of being a 
static cell mass, our brain is actually a 

dynamic system of neural networks that 
has the capability of significant growth 

under favorable circumstances. 
 

Rudraprosad Chakraborty, M.D. 

 



12 Brain Rules –  

John Medina Ph.D. 

The brain is an amazing 
thing. Most of us have no idea 
what’s really going on inside our 
heads. Yet brain scientists have 
uncovered details every business 
leader, parent, and teacher should 
know.  
Dr. John Medina- Developmental 
Molecular Biologist 





 













VGo Telepresence Robot 

• Enables a person to replicate 

themself in a distant location 

and have the freedom to 

move around as if they were 

physically there 

• Reduces travel costs 

• School  

• Hospital  

• Work from home 









Meet NAO! 

















Captioning 

• Hearing related disabilities & 

Cognitive processing 

• Captioning – TV, Movies, etc. 

• Live remote captioning for 

events 

• CART – Word for word 

• C-Print – complete 

thoughts 

 

• Video captioning – Low Vision/Blind 



Screen Reading Software 

Claro Read is one example 

• For PC or Mac  

• Reads aloud any print that 

is highlighted 

• Floating toolbar 

• Quickly and easily change 

the font size 

• Change colors and spacing  

• Check definition and 

meaning of words 

• Additional voices available 

for PC 

 

ClaroRead for PC Overview 

http://www.amac.gatech.edu/wiki/index.php/ClaroRead_for_PC
http://www.amac.gatech.edu/wiki/index.php/ClaroRead_for_PC
http://www.amac.gatech.edu/wiki/index.php/ClaroRead_for_PC
http://www.amac.gatech.edu/wiki/index.php/ClaroRead_for_PC


Claro Read add-ons 

ClaroView 

• Adjust screen color and tint 

ClaroCapture 

• Organize notes from 

various files 

ClaroIdeas 

• Visual graphic organizer 

Screen ruler 

• Highlights and magnifies 

screen in a horizontal band 



Premier Software 

• www.readingmadeeZ.com 

• Read documents in PDF, Microsoft 
Word, HTML, Rich Text, text file 
format  

• Convert to audio files for use on a 
CD or MP3 player 

• Scan and read documents 

• Look up a word or definition in the 
integrated dictionary 

• Create study notes and much more 

http://www.readingmadeez.com/


Premier Features 

• PDF Equalizer (example on next slide) 

• E-Text Reader  

• Universal Reader Plus 

• Scan and Read Pro 

• Talking Word Processor 

• PDF Magic Pro 

• Text-to-Audio 

• Ultimate Talking Dictionary 

• Talking Calculator 

• Premier Predictor Pro  

 





Android & Apple 



Microsoft Surface 

 

 

 

• Windows 8 

• Slim and has a USB port 

• Moveable Tiles 

• Built-in Accessibility 

– Speech-to-text 

– Narrator 

• Thin pressure sensitive 

cover that doubles as a 

keyboard 

• Starts at $499 

 

 



Samsung Galaxy  

 

 

 

 Download Accessibility 

Features 

 7 inch or 10 inch screen 

available 

 Compatible with flash/ WIFI 

 8.0 coming out February 

2013 in Europe 

 8.0 will have a better 

camera and use a SIM 

card for storage 

 Starts at $199.99 but 8.0 

may be more 

 

 



Apple iPad mini 

 

 Multi - touch screen 

 New iOS 6 

 Millions of apps 

 Surf web 

 iTunes 

 Videos 

 Organization 

 Accessibility  

 Books 

 Photos 

 Speakers 

 5.0 megapixel camera 

 Starts at $329 

 

 

 

Height: 7.87 in 

Width: 5.3 in   

Depth: 0.28 in   

Weight: 0.68 lb  



LET’S EXPLORE OUR 

FAVORITE APPS! 



Apps for Daily Living 

 



MyMedSchedule 

• Keep track of medication 

• Reminders 

• Refill Reminders 

• Healthcare Provider 

Profiles 

• Insurance Information 

• Allergies 

• Works across Platforms 

• Free 

• www.mymedschedule.com  

http://www.mymedschedule.com/


Apps for Shopping 

 



Shopping List Generator 

• Pictorial shopping list  

• Customize different lists for 

different users using pictures 

on camera roll 

• Add your own items and 

categories 

•  Assign item prices 

• Assign item locations (for 

example, aisle numbers) 

• Several accessibility options 

– text-to-speech  

– uses large easy-to-see images 

– item prices automatically totaled 

• $4.99 

 

 

 



Key Ring 

• One Place to store all 

reward cards   

• Organized 

• Android & Apple 

version 

• www.keyringapp.com  

• Free! 

 

http://www.keyringapp.com/


Grocery IQ 

• Pictorial shopping list  

• Customize different lists for 

different users using pictures 

on camera roll 

• Add your own items and 

categories 

•  Assign item prices 

• Assign item locations (for 

example, aisle numbers) 

• Several accessibility options 

– text-to-speech  

– uses large easy-to-see images 

– item prices automatically totaled 

• $4.99 

 

 

 



Apps for Current Events 

 



USA Today 

• Current Events in order 

• Breaking News Alerts 

• Videos 

• Photos and Text 

• Pick Favorite Interests 

• Free 

 



SkyGrid 

• Personalize news 

events by categories 

• Simple interface 

• Free 

• www.skygrid.com 

 

http://www.skygrid.com/


Apps for Social 

Networking/Staying 

Connected 

 



Facebook 

• Connect with 

friends 

• Create photo 

albums to share 

• Create Events 

• Instant Messaging 

• Group Messaging 

• Free 



Instagram 

• Free 

• Share videos and photos with friends and 

followers 

• Send posts directly to friends 

 



Tango 

• Make video and phone 

calls across mobile 

platforms  

• Group chats 

• Works on tablets & PCs 

• http://www.tango.me  

• Free  

 



iMovie 

• Share information 

via  Facebook, 

Twitter, Email, or 

SMS 

• Upload photos  



Apps for Fitness 

 



Sleep Cycle 

• Tracks your sleep patterns 

• Uses iPhone 

accelerometer to track 

how often you move at 

night 

• Set an alarm range 

• Woken up gradually when 

you are in like sleep 

• Feel refreshed and 

energized 

• $2.99 



EveryTrail 

• Tracks route using your iPhone 

GPS  

• Use with walking tours, biking, 

running, hiking, sailing and driving  

• Travel map is visible and drawn 

while trip is in progress 

• Plot camera photos and video on 

map instantly 

• View stats (distance, speed, 

elevation and more) while tracking 

• View topography and terrain maps 

on iPhone 

• Download maps for offline viewing 

• Free 

 



Apps for Nutrition 

 



Fooducate 

• Track calories 

• Provides healthier 

options 

• Educates on food 

ingredients 

• Save favorites 

• Create lists 

• App for allergies and 

gluten-free 

• App for diabetes 

nutrition 

• Free 

• www.fooducate.com  

http://www.fooducate.com/


Happy Cow 

• Interactive map to locate  

vegan, vegetarian and 

health food stores  

• Provides directions, 

phone numbers, & 

website 

• Share information via  

Facebook, Twitter, Email, 

or SMS 

• Upload photos  

• $2.99 



Apps for Organizing 



Genius Scan 

• Scan documents or 

handwritten notes  

• Email the scans as JPEG 

or PDF 

• Free 

• Genius Scan Plus ($2.99) 

allows upload to 

Dropbox, Skydrive or 

Evernote 

 

 



Bump 

• Use Bump™ to share 

contact information and 

photos by simply 

bumping two phones 

together.  

• Just open Bump, hold 

your phones, and gently 

bump your hands 

together  

• Free! Demo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHVJYz7Z0Po
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niJguU7r-bs&feature=related


Apps for Writing 

 



Dragon Dictation 

 Voice Recognition  

 Free 

 Dictate notes, emails, 

Twitter, and Facebook 

 Supports many 

languages 

 Cut, Copy, Paste 

 Android 

 Dragon Go! 

 Dragon Hands Free 

Assistant 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0blnQ2uGrI


AudioNote 

 
• Records your notes, meetings 

or lectures 

 

• Can take notes by typing, 

stylus, or drawing 

 

• Time stamps so you can go 

directly to where you want to 

hear 

 

• Highlights notes when read 

back 

 

• $4.99 



ThumbPad 

• Type with your thumbs on 

the iPad as you do on the 

iPhone 

 

• Adjustable keyboard 

 

• Customizable 

– Adjust key width 

– Height 

– Spacing 

 

• $3.99 
 



Idea Sketch 

• Mind and concept 

mapping   

• Create flow charts 

• Brainstorm ideas  

• Convert flowchart to 

text outline and vice 

versa  

• Free 



Apps for Reading 

 



Types of Reading Apps 

• There are over 27,000 reading apps and over 500,000 

books and publications 

• Active Reading Apps 

– Studies show that comprehension improves by 38%-70% 

– Defined as eyes are on the screen following the words 

– Highlighting of words, sentences, and paragraphs 

• Passive Reading App 

– No pictures 

– Usually synthetic Computer Generated Voices/ VoiceOver 
– Therese Willkomm 

 



ClaroSpeak US 

 Text-to-Speech 

 import documents and PDFs 

into ClaroSpeak from apps 

such as Mail, or import PDF, 

Word, Pages and other files 

directly from Dropbox using  

 Change font and color 

 Save text as an audio file 

 Visual Tracking 

 Send Text 

 

 



Reading Apps 

• Learning Ally 

– DAISY 

– Membership required 

– over 75,000 

audiobooks, audio 

textbooks, and other 

recorded books  

 

 

 

• Audible.com 

– Over 100,000 titles 

– Works on both Android 

and Apple 

– $7.00-$22.00 per 

month  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DAISY_Digital_Talking_Book
http://www.audible.com/error-page?l=2&message=not_eligible_former
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuEIbMX_GmQ


Reading Apps 

• Free Books 

– Free 

– Over 23,000 titles 

– Audiobooks 

• Newspaper 

– Free 

– Newspapers from !50+ 

countires 

– Over 20,000 

newspapers 

 

• Overdrive Media 

Console 

– Free 

– Must have library card 

– Download ebooks and 

audiobooks on the go 

 



Perfect OCR 

 

 

  • $3.99 

• Uses the built in camera 

to scan documents 

• Edit, copy, store, email 

documents 

• Upload to online 

storage is as Evernote 

• Does take practice for 

picture 



WebReader 

• Text to speech 

technology for reading 

web page content  

• Web pages can be read 

as soon as they are 

loaded or use Cut, Copy, 

& Paste to read only 

sections of webpage 

• Highlights as it reads text 

• Speaking rate control 

available 

• $1.99 



Apps for 

Organization/Memory 

 



Reminders  

• Built-in App 

• Works with VoiceOver 

• Organize your reminders 

• Siri if have iPhone 4s or 5 

• The new iPad 



TextMinder 

• Create SMS text reminders  

• Specify exact date and time; 

choose a repeat schedule for 

each reminder 

• Multiple reminders can remain in 

popup notification summary, 

even when followed by other 

messages (push notifications 

only show your most recent 

alert) 

• Unread reminders show as a 

number badge on your standard 

SMS/Messages app, and remain 

until removed to ensure they are 

noticed 

 

 



Cozi 

• Free 

• You can access from a computer, smartphone or tablet 

• Manage a family calendar and set reminders.  
– Add an appointment and it uploads to your Cozi account so everyone can see it.  

• Get your grocery shopping lists when you're at the store, even when offline.  

• Add a to do list item right when you think of it and have it right there in your 

pocket to remind yourself. 

• Jot down a memory as it happens in the journal.  
– Add a photo from your library to capture the moment. 

• Add and edit non-repeating calendar appointments, shopping lists, and to 

do lists while offline. 

 

 



Apps for Writing and 

Reading 

 



Say it & Mail it Pro 

• Email voice 

memos 

• Attach pictures 

• Set preference to 

start recording as 

soon as app opens 

• Add location  

 



Brevity 

• Word Completion App 

• Automatically add words if not 

in list 

• Remembers how often you use 

words and offers the most 

frequently chosen options to 

you first 

• E-mail Support - Send e-mails 

from directly within the 

application 

• Text Message Support  

• Remove misspelled or 

unwanted words 

• Set prediction font size and 

window transparency 

  



iWriteRead 

• TextHelp 

• No internet needed to use 

• Text-to-speech 

• Word Prediction 

• Phonetic Spell Checker 

• Homophone and Confusables 

Checker 

• Dictionary 

• Picture Dictionary 

• Customizable Background and 

Text Colors 

• Choice of Voices and Fonts 

• Importing and Sharing 

documents 

 



Apps for Communication 



Locabulary 

• Uses GPS to track user 

location and suggests 

appropriate vocabulary based 

on location  

– ie: McDonald’;s starbucks 

• A keyboard to type for text-to-

speech 

• User can tag their own 

locations and create 

vocabulary for each location 

• Lite version Free; Pro version 

$130 



Speak it! 

 

• Copy emails, 

documents, web 

pages, PDF files, and 

more; paste them into 

Speak it!, and have the 

text spoken back to 

you. 

• Email text to speech 

files 

• Make announcements 

over PA system 

• Endless phrases and 

possible uses 

• $1.99 



http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos 

Proloquo2go  

http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos
http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos
http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos


TouchChat 

• Designed for individuals with 

Autism, Down Syndrome, ALS, 

apraxia, stroke, or other 

conditions that affect a 

person's ability to use natural 

speech 

• Able to import your own 

pictures or take pictures 

• Works on Apple and Android 

systems 

• Over 10,000 symbols included 

• Create videos 

• $149 



Apps for Sensory/ 

Hearing 



EyeNote 

• Uses built in camera 

to scan dollar bills 

• Speaks out loud 

– Distinguished btw front 

and back of bill 

• Free  

• Supports English and 

Spanish 

• Privacy mode 

– Pulses or beeps 

 



BrailleTouch 

• Prototype app for 
touchscreen mobile devices 

• FREE Open Source app  

• 32 words per minute with 
92% accuracy with the 
prototype app for the 
iPhone 

• Use of the six-key 
configuration so that the 
keyboard fits on the screen 
and users keep their fingers 
in a relatively fixed position 
while texting 

• GA Tech Researchers 

 

 

 

• Type with screen facing 
away 

• Braille like typing 



HearPlanet (Lite): Audio Guide to 

the World 

• Speaks aloud what is 

around out  you 

• Learn about 

monuments. Historic 

sites, etc. 

• FREE 

• Upgrade to a paid 

version 



ZoomReader 

• OCR app 

• Ai Squared 

• Read back in a 

natural voice 

• Customizable 

highlight colors, 

synthesizer, text size 

and speech rate 

• Low vision users 

• $19.99 

• ZoomReader 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E7h3i_5rfw


Apps for Emergency 



ICE 

In Case of Emergency 

 
• Emergency contact list  

• Central place for you to 
record any medications  

• List allergies or medical 
conditions 

• Pre-loaded medical 
information to choose from 

• Free 

• www.ice-app.net   

http://www.ice-app.net/
http://www.ice-app.net/
http://www.ice-app.net/


Medimate 

• Medical prescription 

organizer 

– Both you and family  

• Customize your medicine 

catalog 

• Understand your usage 



American Red Cross: 

Shelter View 

 

• Know when and where 
shelters have been opened to 
provide assistance.  

• Maps locations and shelter 
details  

• View shelter details 

• Capacity of the shelter and 
current population 

• Shelter address and location. 

• Shelter information is updated 
every 30 minutes 

• Free 



Emergency Aid 

  

• What To Do in a personal 
threat, disaster or 
emergency 

• Detailed medical profile 

• Emergency contacts and 
health information with photo 
and customizable notes 

• Distress Signal and light 

• Illustrated instructions with 
highlighted “What to do”, 
“Warnings” and “Do Not”, 

• One-Tap Call to emergency 
aid services or web sites 

• $1.99 



Apps for Navigation 

 

 



 

Favorite Travel Apps 

 Expedia 

 Check-in/Electronic 

Ticket 

 Change Seats 

 Check Flight status 

 Buy Tickets 

 Sends updates 

 Voice Over 



Favorite Navigation Apps 

 Around Me 

 Identifies where you 

are 

 Lists what is around 

you 

 View route to place 

from where you are 

 Add information to 

contact list 

 

 Talk and Drive Waze 

 Operate your map 

applications simply by 

talking 

  Launch the application, 

say your destination  

 



Apps for Relaxation 



iZen Garden 

• Choose from 100s of 

objects, plants and 

creatures to place in 

your garden 

• Rake the sand and 

share your creations  

• Helps you to center 

your mind, relax your 

psyche and relieve 

your stress 

 



Breathe2Relax 

• Portable stress 

management tool  

• Detailed information 

on the effects of 

stress on the body   

• Instructions and 

practice exercises to 

learn the stress 

management skill 

called diaphragmatic 

breathing 



Pandora 

• Free internet radio 

• Create custom 

stations based on 

genre 

• Free 

 



Talk with Us! 

 

What are Your Favorite 

Apps for 

Living,  

Writing, 

Reading 

Organization/Memory? 

159 



Our Question to You:  

What have You Learned today? 



Webinar Evaluation 

Please take a moment to complete our survey: 

 

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar  

https://www.research.net/s/TFLwebinar


Contact   

Disclaimer 

This presentation is produced by Tools for 

Life which is a result of the Assistive 

Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 

2004. It is a program of the Georgia 

Institute of Technology, College of 

Architecture, AMAC Accessibility Solutions 

and is funded by grant #H224C030009 of 

the Rehabilitation Services Administration 

(RSA), Department of Education. The 

contents of this presentation were 

developed under a grant from the 

Department of Education. However, those 

contents do not necessarily represent the 

policy of the Department of Education, 

Georgia Tech, COA or AMAC and you 

should not assume endorsement by the 

Federal government. 

Carolyn Phillips 

Director of Tools for Life 

Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Martha Rust 

AT Specialist  

Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Liz Persaud 

Training, Development and Outreach Coordinator 

Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Ben Jacobs  

Accommodations Specialist  

Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu

