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AMAC 

AMAC Accessibility is a social change 
organization on a mission to create 
affordable services for governmental, 
private and non-profits organization 
working with individuals with disabilities. 
Services include e-text, braille, captioning, 
assistive technology, office management 
software and consulting. 
 
For more information, please visit our 
website at www.amacusg.org 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission 

We’re here to help Georgians 

with disabilities gain access to 

and acquisition of assistive 

technology devices and assistive 

technology services so they can 

live, learn, work, and play 

independently in the 

communities of their choice. 



• TFL developed Georgia’s Plan for AT  

• We serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 
• Over 50,000+ thru various activities throughout the year 

• TFL Network 
• Assistive Technology Resource Centers 

• Lending Libraries 

• Training and Demonstrations 

• AT Reuse 

• AT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

• Online Resources 
• www.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

Tools for Life @ Georgia Tech 

Georgia’s Federal AT Act Program 

http://www.gatfl.org/
http://www.gatfl.org/


Tools for Life Network 

http://www.waltonoptions.org /


Mobile Tablets 



Tablets  

• More than 2 million people in the United 

States have a severe communication 

disorder that impairs their ability to talk 
» ASHA 

• More than 11,000 mobile tablets available 

on the market  

– Androids 

– Apple 

 



Which One??? 



Comparing Tablets 

 

Property Android iOS MS Windows Amazon Kindle Barnes and Noble 

Nook 

Number and 

variety of Tablets 

Over 11,000 iPad and iPad mini Several Kindle Fire and Fire 

HD 

Nook HD 

Operating System Android (Jelly 

bean) 

ios7 (Sept 18, 

2013) 

Microsoft Windows 

8 

Modified version of 

Android ICS 

Modified version of 

Android- Microsoft 

bought 2013 

Apps 860,815 

(AppBrain.com 

updated 9/13/13) 

900,000 with 

375,00 optimized 

for iPad/mini 

(mobileburn.com 

updated June 

2013) 

104,917 

(winbeta.org 

updated July 4, 

2013) 

50,000 in Amazon 

App store also shop 

in Google Play 

Store 

(theverge.com 

updated August 

2013) 

10,000 in Barnes 

and Noble and 

have access to 

Google Play store 

(barnesandnoble.co

m updated August 

2013) 

Software Updates As it becomes 

available on Google 

Apple releases 

updates 

MS releases 

updates 

Amazon releases 

updates 

Barnes and Noble 

releases updates 

Interface As designed by 

manufacturer 

Icons and widgets 

designed by Apple 

Metro style 

designed by 

Microsoft 

Modified version of 

regular Android 

Modified version of 

regular Android 

www.bluebugle.org updated by TFL 2013 

http://www.bluebugle.org/


Apps 



Technology Changes Fast 

• June 2007- 1st iPhone  

• Sept 2007- 1st generation iPod Touch 

• October 2008- 1st Android phone sold 

• April 2010- 1ST iPad 

• 2010- Google launched its Nexus series of 

tablets and smartphones 

• 50 billion downloads! 

 

 

 

 

 



Statistics 

• There are approximately 73 million 

iPhones in the world. 
» Apple, 2012 

• In 2010, Apple reported that over 1000 

new apps are submitted every day. 

• In 2012, 400 million iTunes accounts 
» Y. Lachelle, Aug., 2010 and H. Dediu, June 2012 

• Apple receives about 49.5 Million App 

downloads per day! 
» H. Dediu June 2012 

 

 

 



Apps 

• There are over 2 million apps available  

• In January of 2011 there were 65 apps for 

AAC- June 133 apps 

• According to Apps for AAC: 

– 269 listed 

– 56 are free 

– 17 are over $100 

– 105 are under $20 
» http://appsforaac.net/ 

 

 



AAC Evaluation Genie 

• informal diagnostic tool that is 

intended to assist speech-

language pathologists and 

others 

• does not to identify a particular 

speech generating device, but 

rather build a framework for 

selecting an appropriate 

augmentative communication 

device for ongoing evaluation 

and / or device trial 

• ability to visually track and 

identify a single icon from 5" to 

1" in size.  

 

• $9.99 



Talkadroid! 

 • Free 

• Type in what you 

want to say 

• Save and load your 

favorite phrases  

• Download and use 

35+ Premium SVOX 

voices 

• Create custom ring 

tones and alarms 



FreeAAC 

• Free 

• AAC Grid Application 

for Android devices 

• Uses the Text To 

Speech features of 

Android devices 

• Comes with a 

vocabulary of about 

2000 words 

• Can add new words 

using your own 

pictures, or start your 

own grid from scratch.  



NeoKate/ NeoPaul 

• Free 

• Type and Speak 

 



Aphasia Facts 

 Major cause in US is stroke  ~700,000 

strokes/year 

 New aphasia cases per year  ~100,000 

(ALS ~5,000; CP ~10,000) 

 Currently  ~1,000,000 Americans living 

with aphasia 

 Year 2020 prevalence of aphasia 

projected: ~2,000,000 

 Why: aging US population, more stroke 

survivors, living longer 

Lingraphica 



SmallTalk Aphasia 

• Free 

• Both female and male 

voices 

•  provides a 

vocabulary of pictures 

and videos that talk in 

a natural human voice 

• mouth-position videos 

for practice and self-

cuing 

 

 



Fat Cat Snappy Chat 

• .99 • Designed to keep 

conversation going 

• Real voice to provide 160 

phrases 

• Geared to casual 

conversations of kids 

• Quick snappy comebacks 

• Integrates with your e-

mail, Twitter, instant 

messaging, and texting 



Speak it! 

 
• Copy emails, documents, web 

pages, PDF files, and more; 

paste them into Speak it!, and 

have the text spoken back to 

you. 

• Email text to speech files 

• Make announcements over PA 

system 

• Endless phrases and possible 

uses 

• $1.99 





All About Me Storybook 

• $2.99 

• Create your own 

storybook 

• Import pictures 

• Multiple Users 

• Lock Pages 

• Change order of 

chapters 

• Great for learning 

personal information 

 



LetsTalk 

• Android 

• $3.99 

• make the original 

icons with a 

microphone and 

camera functions 

• focused to express 

basic requests 

• 2 Modes 

– Supportive Mode 

– Self- Use Mode 



WordToob 

• $19.99 • Language learning 

and video modeling 

• Customizing the app 

with personalized 

videos 

• Pre-stored board with 

the 25 words most 2-

year-olds know 

• Pre-stored board with 

common emotions 



Scene and Heard 

  • Interactive context based 

communication aid and 

learning tool 

• Build own scene and 

import or take pictures 

• Record your own voice 

• Designed to cater to a 

range of needs 

• Has some built in scenes 

to try 

• $49.99 



Tobii SonoFlex 

• Available for the iPhone, 

iPad, Android, Kindle Fire, 

PCs and SGDs 

• Combines core, quick- hits 

& situational vocab.  

• 50 pre-made context 

packages  

• Intuitive programming 

• Structure w/ flexibility 

• Full App: $99.99 

• Lite vers.: Free 



GoTalk Apps 

• Attainment Company  

• GoTalk Now- Free 

• GoTalk Start- $19.99 

• GoTalk Now- $79.99 

• GoTalk Now Plus- 

$149.00 

• Adjustable page 

layouts 

• Recorded and text-to-

speech capabilities 

• Plus uses both 

SymbolStix and The 

GoTalk Image Library 

• Import pictures 



AutisMate 

• AutisMate Lite- Free 

• AutisMate- $149.99 

• Visual Supports 

• Create Contextual 

Environment 

• Visual Scene Displays 

(VSDs)  

• Full Sentence Builder  

• Video Modeling 

• Visual Schedules 

• Visual Stories 

• Content Library 

• GPS Enabled 

 



TouchChat 

• Designed for individuals with 

Autism, Down Syndrome, ALS, 

apraxia, stroke, or other 

conditions that affect a 

person's ability to use natural 

speech 

• Able to import your own 

pictures or take pictures 

• Works on Apple and Android 

systems 

• Over 10,000 symbols included 

• Create videos 

• $149 

 



RocketKeys 

• Use special settings for 

unusual hand positions 

• Hear comprehensive auditory 

prompts for blind users  

• $159.99 

• Customizable talking keyboard  

• Build own keyboard by 

choosing the exact keys, size, 

layout, colors, prediction, and 

voices  

• Accessibility for users with 

complex needs 

• Optional stabilization 

smoothes the shakiest input 

• Optionally select keys by 

hovering instead of tapping 

• Select keys with one finger, 

many fingers, a whole hand, or 

fist 

 



http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos 

Proloquo2go  

http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos
http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos
http://www.proloquo2go.com/resources/article/introductory-videos


Proloquo2go 

60 Minutes TV Show, Oct.23, 2011 
• http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7385686n 

• Or google: ”60 Minutes Autism 

Augmentative Communication” 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7385686n


ProxTalker- Professional 

• Lite Version 

• $199.99 

• create low-tech, highly 

customized visual 

communication boards 

• print communication boards 

onto adhesive labels and stick 

the images onto ProxTalker 

SoundTags to give them voice 

• Print or email boards 

• Includes SymbolStix and 

Widgit libraries (over 27,000 

symbols) 

 

 



LAMP Words for Life 

• $299.99 

• combines the PRC Unity 

language system with 

Language Acquisition 

through Motor Planning 

(LAMP) 

• designed to meet the 

communication needs of 

children with autism 

• provides a consistent 

motor pattern for words 

and a systematic way  

• Collaborate with 

others iSharePRC 



Resources 



TFL AppFinder 

Search by: 

 App Name 

 Categories  
– Book  

– Education 

– Environmental Adaptations 

– Hearing 

– Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 

– Navigation 

– Personal Care and Safety 

– Productivity   

– Communication 

– Therapeutic Aids 

– Vision 









AAC Comparison Chart: 

South Carolina AT Program 

http://www.sc.edu/scatp/apps.html 

http://www.sc.edu/scatp/apps.html


AppsForAAC 

http://appsforaac.net/applist 

http://appsforaac.net/applist


AppsForAAC: Android 

http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0 

http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0
http://appsforaac.net/content/aac-apps-android-0


PrAACtical AAC 

http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/# 

http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/92-free-or-lite-versions-of-aac-apps/


Rubric for Evaluating the Language  

Aspects of the AAC App  

(Parker & Zangari , 2012 ) 

(Parker & Zangari , 2012) 



Our Question to You:  

What have You Learned today? 



Contact   

Carolyn Phillips 

Director of Tools for Life 

Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu 

 

Liz Persaud 

Training, Outreach & Development Coordinator 

Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 

Martha Rust 

AT Specialist  

Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu   

 

Disclaimer 

This presentation is produced by Tools for 

Life which is a result of the Assistive 

Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 

2004. It is a program of the Georgia 

Institute of Technology, College of 

Architecture [COA], AMAC and is funded by 

grant #H224C030009 of the Rehabilitation 

Services Administration (RSA), Department 

of Education. The contents of this 

presentation were developed under a grant 

from the Department of Education. 

However, those contents do not necessarily 

represent the policy of the Department of 

Education, Georgia Tech, COA or AMAC 

and you should not assume endorsement 

by the Federal government. 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu

