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Tools for Life Website 



Tools for Life 
AppFinder 

 



Search by: 
 App Name 
 Categories  

– Book  
– Education 
– Environmental Adaptations 
– Hearing 
– Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 
– Navigation 
– Personal Care and Safety 
– Productivity   
– Communication 
– Therapeutic Aids 
– Vision 

TFL AppFinder Categories 



Making 
Informed 
Decisions 

 



Begin with the End in 
Mind! 

 
 
 



Technology Assessment  

SETT 
• S for the Student/Human 
• E for the Environment 
• T for the Tasks 
• T for the Tools needed for the student to address the 

tasks. 
• Joy Zabala! 

• Also consider HATT – Cook & Hussey 



You Don't Have to Pick One 



Be Informed of Your Options 



Critical Conversations & Questions 

• Who? 
• What? 
• Where? 
• How? 

 
• For students: What do You want to “be” when you 

grow up? 
 

• To support these goals, what Assistive Technology 
solutions and strategies have you considered? 
Tried? Implemented? 
 
 

 

 



Critical Conversations 

 
• What is Your Strategy to stay current with trends?  

 
• How do You access AT for the Consideration 

Process? 
 
• Are You positioned for Learning? Working? Living? 

Playing? 
 
• Are you building Independence or dependence? 

 
 

 



A Closer Look 
at iOS 



Technology Rapidly Evolves  

• June 2007- 1st iPhone  
• Sept 2007- 1st generation iPod 

Touch 
• October 2008- 1st Android phone 

sold 
• April 2010- 1ST iPad 
• 2010- Google launched its Nexus 

series of tablets and smartphones 
• 50 billion downloads! 
 
 

 
 
 



Apple iPad/ mini iPad/ iPod Touch/iPad 
Pro/Watch 

 Multi- touch screen 
 iOS 9 
 Millions of apps 
 Surf web 
 iTunes 
 Videos 
 Organization 
 Accessibility  
 Books 
 Photos 
 Speakers 
 Camera 
 Starts at $499/$399 and mini $329 

 
 
 
 



iOS 
Accessibility 



Built-in Accessibility Features 

• VoiceOver 
• Zoom 
• Large Text 
• Invert Colors 
• Speak Selection 
• Speak Auto Text 
• Mono Audio 
• Assistive Touch 
• Guided Access 
• Home-Click Speed 
• Switch Access 
• Braille Displays 



Creating Keyboard Shortcuts 

• Go to General => Keyboard and make sure Shortcut is turned 
on 

• Go to Add New Shortcut 
• Put in your Phrase 
• Create Short Cut 
• Example: 

– Phrase : Martha E. Rust, MS CRC ATP 
– Shortcut is: MER 
– So when MER is typed it will put in the above Phrase 
– OMW => On My Way!  



Apple: Read Text Out Loud 

• Open the Settings app on 
your home screen. 

• Tap the General tab. 
• Scroll down and tap the 

Accessibility tab. 
• Tap the Speak Selection 

option (it should be set to 
off, currently). 

• Tap the toggle switch to 
turn it on. You  
– can also adjust the rate of 

speech as well.  

 

• Highlight any text like you would 
if you were going to copy it but 
tap the "Speak" button instead. 

– This option will change to "Pause" 
while the text is being spoken so you 
can stop it at any point.  

• Can choose to highlight as it 
reads 
 



iOS 9 Double Screen   



iOS 9 Shortcut Bar 



iOS 9 More Powerful Siri 



iOS 9 Notes 



iOS 9 Maps 



iOS 9 Battery Life  



Our Favorite  
Apps 



MyScript Smart Note - Handwriting notes 

• turns handwritten words and math 
formulas into interactive text 

• Words and sentences can be quickly 
moved, split, joined, and erased by 
simple gestures 

• Annotate PDFs (premium service) 
• Page Navigator for multi-page 

notebooks 
• See the word definition in a 

dictionary, search in 
• Add voice recording to notebooks 
• Import M4A, MP3, and AAC 

(advanced audio coding) sound files 
 



Liquid Text PDF AND Document Reader 

• gesture based reading and 
annotation for documents (PDF, DOC, 
PPT, web pages) 

• Read and interact with text in a 
flexible environment 

• Compatible with PDF, Word, and 
PowerPoint documents and web 
pages 

• Import from Dropbox, iCloud Drive, 
Box, email, and more 

• Import content from webpage or 
send to LiquidText directly from Safari 

• Organize and group excerpts and 
notes 

• Tap comments and excerpts to find 
original source 
 

• Pinch document to compare 
different sections 

• Collapse text to see annotated 
parts side-by-side 

• Collapse text to view search 
term(s) side-by-side  

• Scroll to navigate through pages  
• Scrollbar shows where highlights, 

comments, excerpts, and search 
results are located 

• Highlight text, images, comments, 
excerpts, and notes 

•  Add margin notes/comments t 
 



LiquidText 



GoodNotes 4 - Notes & PDF 

• Handwriting & text 
• Handwriting recognition to clipboard 
• Search handwritten notes 
• Insert images, draw perfect shapes, 

and PDF 
• docs inside a notebook 
• Annotate PDFs 
• Zoom window for handwriting to 

shrink 
• Variety of paper types 
• Folder organization 
• Backup documents to Dropbox, Box, 

Google Drive 
• $7.99 



Voice Dream 

• Text to Speech 
• Highlights as it reads 
• Import 

– Bookshare 
– Dropbox 
– Gutenburg 
– Word Doc 
– PDFs  

• Buy different voices 
• Change rate of speed 
 

• Download for later 
reading 

• $9.99  
 



BlindSquare 

• uses GPS and the compass to 
locate you; gathers information 
about the surrounding 
environment from FourSquare 

• aware of when you travel by car, 
bus or train and starts to report 
interesting places in front of you 
(for example, the next stops) and 
street crossings when you are 
passing them 

• when you are in a place, you can 
check in by shaking your device 

• $29.99 



DocAS 

• Typed and/or free hand 
notes 

• Convert documents from 
camera/photo album into 
editable documents 

• Access and share using 
favorite cloud storage 
services 

• Import PDFs 
• Share Notes and Documents 
• $6.99 



Genius Scan 

• Scan documents or 
handwritten notes  

• Email the scans as JPEG or 
PDF 

• Free 
• Genius Scan Plus ($2.99) 

allows upload to Dropbox, 
Skydrive or Evernote 

 
 

 



Winter Survival Kit 

• help you find your current 
location 

• call 911 
• notify your friends and family 
• calculate how long you can run 

your engine to keep warm and 
stay safe from carbon monoxide 
poisoning 

• alert you every 30 minutes to 
remind you to periodically turn 
off your engine and to check your 
exhaust pipe for snow buildup 



Weather Radio 

• receive critical alerts via voice 
and push notification regarding 
life-threatening weather events  

• iPhone will “wake up” with alerts 
and also track your location to 
warn you wherever you go 

• Listen to local weather forecasts 
while you are on the move 

• save up to five fixed locations in 
addition to your current position 

• $4.99 



RepairPal: Auto Repair Expert 

• Get an accurate and unbiased 
repair and service estimates. 
Know the fair price to pay before 
you take your car to the shop. 

• GPS-enabled repair shop 
directory, RepairPal helps you find 
a recommended repair and 
maintenance shop near you. 

• roadside assistance allowing you 
to pay only when you actually 
need the help,  

• Keep your complete repair history 
with you 



BARD Mobile 

 • Access directly to the 
National Library Service for 
the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped (NLS) 

•  Must be registered  
• Settings  
• Can use with braille display 
• http://www.loc.gov/nls/find

.html 
• Free 

 

http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html
http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html
http://www.loc.gov/nls/find.html


iOS 
Resources 



Refurbished Tablets 
 

• If you do not need the latest and 
greatest consider an older 
models for a discount 

• Want to make sure that refurbish 
tablets have been certified 

• Look for at least 1 year warranty 
• Many places now sell 

– Apple 
– BestBuy 
– Amazon  

 
 

 



Microsoft: Trade-in Your Ipad 



 Surface 



Microsoft Surface 



Microsoft Surface Book 



Surface Accessories 



Exploring the 
Surface 

Accessibility & 
Devices  



Surface – Ease of Access 



Speech Recognition 
 



Our Favorite 
Surface 

Apps 



Surface Apps: OneNote 

• Save all your notes in the 
cloud 
– All devices 

• Share for viewing and 
editing 

• Save any web page to 
OneNote and view it later, 
online or offline 

• Send emails to 
me@onenote.com 
– Put into your notebook. 

• Take photos of documents 
and whiteboards 

 

mailto:me@onenote.com


Microsoft Apps  



Surface 
Resources 



Surface Resources 

• http://www.microsoft.com/surface/en-
us/support/personalization-and-ease-of-access/ease-of-
access-features 
 

http://www.microsoft.com/surface/en-us/support/personalization-and-ease-of-access/ease-of-access-features
http://www.microsoft.com/surface/en-us/support/personalization-and-ease-of-access/ease-of-access-features
http://www.microsoft.com/surface/en-us/support/personalization-and-ease-of-access/ease-of-access-features


A Closer 
Look at 
Android 



Version History  



The World's Most Popular Mobile OS 
 

• Android powers over 
1,675,450,000 phones and 
tablets around the world. 
355,000 Android phones 
are activated daily. 

• It’s customizable, yet easy 
to use, and since it's made 
by Google, it works 
seamlessly with all your 
favorite Google apps. 



Smartphone Users Pick Android 

79% of People Use Android Smartphones 
14.2% of People Use iPhones 

6.8% Use Other Smartphones 



Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 

• 8.0 or 9.7 inch Super 
AMOLED screen 

• 5.6 mm thin, 265-392 grams 
• 8 Megapixel Rear Facing 

Camera, 2.1 Megapixel 
Front Facing 

• Quick Connect and Sidesync 
allow for easily connecting 
to other devices. 

• $399 - $449 

 



Samsung Galaxy Note 5 

• S-pen is a built in stylus that 
allows you to easily access your 
phone in an intuitive way. 

• Wireless charging is built in! Place 
the device on a charge pad, just 
grab and go! 

• Camera allows video to be 
recorded in 4K Ultra High 
Definition 

• Ultra Power Saving Mode 
• $696 off contract 

 

 
 



Samsung Galaxy S6 

• Double tap to snap! 
– Double tap the home button at 

any time to instantly bring up the 
Camera App. Allowing pictures to 
be taken quickly 

• Wireless Charging Built In 
• Samsung Pay allows you to pay using 

your phone. 
– Almost any Point of Sale system 

equipped to read credit cards 
can be used. Hold the back of 
your phone to where you would 
swipe your card and the system 
will recognize it as your card 
being swiped! 

 



Google Nexus 9 Tablet 

• 8.9 inch screen 
• Up to 9.5 hours of HD 

video playback or web 
browsing 

• Nexus 9 Cover has 
multiple functions and 
acts as various stands 

• Starts at $399 



Kindle Fire HD/HDX Features 

• Download Books and 
Movies 

• Access to Amazon 
• Front Facing Camera 

– Skype 
• Can Read Books out loud 

– If book has this feature 
enabled 

– Check on product details 
page 

– Whispersync for Voice 
– Immersion Reading 

 

• Mayday Button 
• Can Change: 

– Font 
– Line Spacing 
– Text Size 
–  Background color 
 

 



Exploring 
Android 

Accessibility & 
Devices  



Easy Mode 

• In Settings under Home 
Screen Mode 

• Has three home screens  
• The main home screen has 

non removable widgets for 
the time, date, and weather. 
You will also find six apps to 
choose from that have 
much larger icons 

• The left home screen is 
dedicated to calling 
– Can select up to nine contacts  

• The right home screen 
includes 9 apps that you can 
customize to whatever you 
want 

• Still have an app drawer  
– All apps are spelled out and in 

alphabetical order. 

• The settings menu and 
camera interface is also 
simplified  

 



Android Tablets Accessibility 

 Accessibility features are not all built in 
 Talkback, Kickback, and Soundback 
 Gesture Feature in Jellybean 
 Eyes - free keyboard 
 IDEAL Web Reader for internet 

 What operation system is tablet running 
 KitKat, Jellybean, Ice cream sandwich, 

Honeycomb, Gingerbread 

 Google Play Store to buy apps 
 Must have Gmail address 
 Can use Amazon gift cards 

 Customize features 
 Pick from several kinds of keyboards 

 



 





Our Favorite 
Android 

Apps 



Google Drive 

• Upload photos, videos, 
documents, and other 
files and access 
wherever you go 

• Share photos and files 
• Make files available off-

line 
• Scan documents with 

device camera 
• Up to 15 GB of storage 
• Free 



Browser Reader for Chrome 

• Open Google Chrome Browser 
• Copy any text from the webpage 
• Put your device down and listen 
• Shake device to stop the voice 

reading and save it as audio 
content. 

• Highlight the text and press the 
'select all' button which is left to 
the 'cut', 'copy' & 'paste' buttons 
and then copy the text to read 
the whole webpage 



Pdf to Speech Pro 

• text to speech to play your 
text documents and books 

• $2.99 
• runs in the background; 

work other tasks while 
listening to documents 

• Supports multiple formats 
 

 



GuideDroid 

• fully-accessible, mainstream 
GPS application 

• provide walking, biking, 
driving, and transit 
directions 

• walking directions shows 
users where they are as 
they walk, and continually 
announces street addresses 
near their current walking 
location 

 



Talk Text to Voice 

• Convert text to voice using 
the Text-to-speech engine on 
your smartphone 

• Allows importing web pages 
directly from the browser to 
listen to them  

• Can also import selected text 
from other apps 



Cogi - Beyond Notes 

• No limits on recording time / 
“captures” 

• Backs up 15 seconds when you 
start recording (buffers) 

• Records until you stop for 
“important highlights” 

• Add tags, contacts, photos and 
text notes to recorded 

• audio clips 
• Premium services (phone 

recordings, transcriptions) 
• Free  



Google Keep 

• Notes show up as cards 
that you can quickly 
scroll through and 
select 

• integrated with Google 
Drive,  

• allows for voice and 
photo to be added to 
notes  

• Can share notes and set 
reminders 



LectureNotes 

• handwriting on the 
screen, in particular 
with a stylus 

• Free trial; $3.59 
• Created for the college 

student 
• Create notebooks 
• Share 
• Import videos 



Android 
Resources 



Resources 

• http://www.android.com/about/  
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_(operating_system)  
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_version_history  
• http://www.google.com/landing/now/#whatisit  
• http://www.statista.com/topics/876/android/ 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Play  
• http://getvera.com/controllers/veralite/  
• http://www.google.com/glass/start/  

http://www.android.com/about/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_(operating_system)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_version_history
http://www.google.com/landing/now/#whatisit
http://www.statista.com/topics/876/android/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Play
http://getvera.com/controllers/veralite/
http://www.google.com/glass/start/


RealPad by 
Aarp 



RealPad 

• Ready to use out of the 
box 

• Toolbar with large 
graphics 

• Light weight 
• 16gb of storage 
• Rear and Front facing 

camera 
• $99 with 1 year 

warranty  

• Free 24/7 Customer 
Services 
 





grandPAD 



grandPad 

• Designed for seniors for 
75+ 

• Icon friendly 
• Comes preloaded with 

apps 
• Easy to use 
• Tap pictures to call or 

email 
• $60/ month 

• No contract 
• Wireless charging 

station and stylus 
• Support and Training 





Our Question to You:  
What have You Learned today? 



Contact 

Carolyn Phillips 
Tools for Life Director 
Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
Daphne Brookins 
Funding Specialist 
Daphne.brookins@gatfl.gatech.edu 
 
Ben Jacobs 
Accommodations Specialist 
ben.jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 

Liz Persaud 
Training, Outreach and Development 
Coordinator 
liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
Martha Rust  
AT Specialist 
martha.rust@gatfl.gatech.edu  

 
Rachel Wilson 
Tech Match Specialist 
Rachel.wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Daphne.brookins@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:ben.jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:martha.rust@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:rachel.wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu


My Question to You:  
What have You Learned today? 



The TFL Team 

Carolyn Phillips 
Director, Tools for Life 
Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Danny Housley 
AT Funding & Resource Specialist  
Danny.Housley@gatfl.gatech.edu 
 
 
Ben Jacobs  
Accommodations Specialist  
Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 

This presentation is produced by Tools for Life which is a result of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, as amended in 2004. It is a program of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, College of Architecture, AMAC Accessibility Solutions and Research Center and was made possible by Grant Number H224C030009 from the 
Administration for Community Living. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of HHS. 

Liz Persaud 
Training and Outreach Coordinator 
Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Martha Rust 
AT Specialist  
Martha.Rust@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 
 
Rachel Wilson  
Tech Match Specialist  
Rachel.Wilson@gatfl.gatech.edu  
 

mailto:Carolyn.Phillips@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Daphne.Brookins@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Ben.Jacobs@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu
mailto:Liz.Persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu


And Maria Kelley! 
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