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Diving Beneath the Surface: A Closer Look 

at Tablets, Apps and Accessibility 

Welcome to the Tablet revolution! As the economy recovers and mobile 
technology solutions evolve, more schools and workplaces are implementing a 
Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) model. AT professionals are considered the 
experts when it comes to these devices, accessibility and how these solutions 
can assist individuals with disabilities. There are significant differences among 
the tablets and the accessibility options on them. Participants will explore the 
Tools for Life AppFinder, various tablets and associated accessibility features to 
learn how to determine which are most helpful so that individuals will achieve 
success.   

Learning Objectives: 

Å Participants will be able to compare and contrast at least 3 of the popular 
mobile tablets. 

Å Participants will be able to assess accessibility features of tablets to make 
informed choices. 

Å Participants will be able to discuss at least 10 apps that can assist individuals 
with reading, writing, organization and daily living.  

Å Participants will be able to successfully navigate the Tools for Life AppFinder. 



Agenda 

ÅWelcome and Introductions ς Give/Get Activity 

ÅTake a Look at AMAC & Tools for Life 

ÅLearn about the Tools for Life AppFinder 

ÅExploring Tablets 

ÅUnderstanding Accessibility Features 

ÅCritical Conversations 

ÅExploring Our Favorite Apps  

ÅSharing Your Favorite Apps 

ÅQ&A  
For Handouts: http:// www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki
http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


AMAC Accessibility Services 

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility, ease of use, and high 
quality.  

Å Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with evaluation, 
technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility solutions. 

Å Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and electronic 
text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge 
technology. 

Å Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments 
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

Å Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats such as PDF, 
DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

Å Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote assessments, 
demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, work, and daily living 
environments.  
 

For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴǎ 
with disabilities gain access to 
and acquisition of assistive 
technology devices and 
assistive technology services 
so they can live, learn, work, 
and play independently in the 
communities of their choice. 

 



Tools for Life & TFL Network 

Å¢C[ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ !¢  

ÅWe serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 

ÅOver 50,000 thru various activities throughout the year 

ÅTFL Network 

ÅAssistive Technology Resource Centers/Outreach Sites  

ÅLending Libraries 

ÅTraining and Demonstrations 

ÅAT Reuse 

ÅAT Funding Education and Resources 

ÅOnline Resources 

Åwww.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

 



TFL Network 



TechSage (RERC) 

ÅFunded by: National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research (NIDRR), Dept. of Ed 

ÅTimeline: Oct 1, 2013 ς Sept 30, 2018 

ÅAmount: $4.6 million ($925k/year) + ~ $1 million GT cost 
share 

Å Interdisciplinary: CoA (ID, GIS, AMAC), CoS (Psych), CoE (BME), 
CoC (HCI/HCC), IPAT (IMTC, Awarehome), GTRI, Emory Ctr. for 
Health in Aging, CS/Engineering USC 

RERC TechSAGE 



TechSage Mission 

To conduct programs of advanced rehabilitation engineering (RE) 
and technical R&D to increase knowledge about, availability of, 
and access to effective, universally-designed technologies that 

enable people to sustain independence, maintain health, safely 
engage in basic activities of daily living at home and 

community, and participate in society as they age with 
disability.  



Core Principles and Strategies 

ÅFocus on People with Disability who are Experiencing Age-
Related Limitations 

ÅA Basis in User Needs 

ÅUD as the Fundamental Goal of all Efforts 

ÅMulti and Interdisciplinary Approach to Improving 
Rehabilitation Outcomes 

RERC TechSAGE 



Scope 

ÅResearch (Rogers) 
ïR1. User Needs (Rogers, Fain, Jones) 

ïR2. Effects of Hearing Loss (Bruce, Echt) 

ïR3. Exercise Telerobotics (Mitzner, Beer) 

ÅDevelopment (Price) 
ïD1. App Development  

ÅD1.1. Cognitive Training Game (Gandy-Kennedy) 
ÅD1.2. Route Planning App (Sanford, Guhathakurta) 
ÅD1.3. Mobile App to Measure Gait (Jones, Johnson) 

ïD2.  SmartBathroom Technologies (Sanford,Jones) 

ïD3.  Intelligent Robotics (Kemp)  

ÅTraining (Sanford) 
ïT1. Online Education (Phillips) 

ïT2. Post Secondary Education (Sanford) 

ïT3. UD Competition (Rébola) 

ÅDissemination (Mitzner) 

 

 

 

 



Wireless RERC 



Å¢C[ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ !¢  

ÅWe serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in 
Georgia 

ÅOver 50,000 thru various activities throughout the 
year 

ÅTFL Network 

ÅAssistive Technology Resource Centers 

ÅLending Libraries 

ÅTraining and Demonstrations 

ÅAT Reuse 

ÅAT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

ÅOnline Resources 

Åwww.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

Tools for Life 
Georgiaôs Federal AT Act Program 



Join us for Upcoming Webinars and 

Visit our Archives! 

Tools for Life Online Professional Development  

Å Tools for Life offers online professional development to help you learn more about 
assistive technology strategies and solutions as well as the most recent information on 
AT devices and disability related issues and trends. Webinar content and materials are 
developed and presented by one of the Tools for Life team members along with other 
regional and national leaders in the assistive technology community.  

Å TFL presents live webinars on the last Wednesday of every month from 2:00 PM to 
3:30 PM EST, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Sign up to be on the TFL mailing list to receive our email announcements! Visit 
www.gatfl.org or send an email to Liz - liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu  

http://www.gatfl.org/
mailto:liz.persaud@gatfl.gatech.edu


Tools for Life 



Come Visit Us! 

 



Tools for Life AT Demo Lab 

ÅTablets 

ÅVision Items 

ÅDME 

ÅCommunication 

ÅGames 

ÅSoftware 

ÅSwitches 

ÅKeyboards   

 



Tools for Life AT Demo Lab 



Tools for Life AT Demo Lab 



Tools for Life AT Demo Lab 



Tools for Life 

AppFinder 

 



TFL AppFinder 



Search by: 

VApp Name 

VCategories  
ï Book  

ï Education 

ï Environmental Adaptations 

ï Hearing 

ï Cognition, Learning, 
Developmental 

ï Navigation 

ï Personal Care and Safety 

ï Productivity   

ï Communication 

ï Therapeutic Aids 

ï Vision 

TFL AppFinder 



TFL AppFinder 



TFL AppFinder 



Making 

Informed 

Decisions 

 



Begin with the End in 
Mind! 

 
 
 



Technology Assessment  

SETT 

ÅS for the Student/Human 

ÅE for the Environment 

ÅT for the Tasks 

ÅT for the Tools needed for the student to address the 
tasks. 

Å Joy Zabala! 

Å Also consider HATT ς Cook & Hussey 



Promoting Strengths & Managing 

Weaknesses 

 



Comparing Tablets 
 

Property Android iOS MS Windows Amazon Kindle Barnes and Noble 

Nook 

Number and variety 

of Tablets 

Over 11,000 iPad and iPad mini Several Kindle Fire and Fire 

HD 

Nook HD 

Operating System Android (Jelly bean) ios7 (Sept 18, 2013) Microsoft Windows 8 Modified version of 

Android ICS 

Modified version of 

Android- Microsoft 

bought 2013 

Apps 860,815 

(AppBrain.com 

updated 9/13/13) 

900,000 with 375,00 

optimized for 

iPad/mini 

(mobileburn.com 

updated June 2013) 

104,917 

(winbeta.org updated 

July 4, 2013) 

50,000 in Amazon 

App store also shop 

in Google Play Store 

(theverge.com 

updated August 

2013) 

10,000 in Barnes and 

Noble and have 

access to Google Play 

store 

(barnesandnoble.co

m updated August 

2013) 

Software Updates As it becomes 

available on Google 

Apple releases 

updates 

MS releases updates Amazon releases 

updates 

Barnes and Noble 

releases updates 

Interface As designed by 

manufacturer 

Icons and widgets 

designed by Apple 

Metro style designed 

by Microsoft 

Modified version of 

regular Android 

Modified version of 

regular Android 

www.bluebugle.org updated by TFL 

http://www.bluebugle.org/


livescribe 


