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The world around us is evolving at an astounding rate. Assistive 
Technology developments have been foundational in this evolution 
and a catalyst for producing positive life-changing results for 
individuals with disabilities.  
 

This session will take a closer look at:  

Å AMAC | Tools for Life ï AT Act Program 

Å Advocacy & Knowing Your Rights 

Å Making and LD Evaluation Your Action Plan 

Å Understanding Assistive Technology 

Å Using ñLow/Light Techò to inform ñMid/High Tech Solutionsò 

Å Trends to Watch 

Å where we are and perhaps, where we are going.  

éall in 60 minutes! 
 
For Handouts: http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki  

Welcome to the Assistive Technology 
Revolution! 

http://www.gatfl.gatech.edu/tflwiki


AMAC  

AMAC Accessibility is a social change 
organization on a mission to create 
affordable services for 
governmental, private and non-
profits organization working with 
individuals with disabilities. Services 
include e-text, braille, captioning, 
assistive technology, office 
management software and 
consulting. 



Accessibility Made Smart  

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility,  
ease of use, and high quality.  
  
Å Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with evaluation, 

technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility solutions. 
Å Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and electronic 

text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge 
technology. 

Å Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments 
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

Å Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats such as PDF, 
DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

Å Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote assessments, 
demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, work, and daily living 
environments.  

 
For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Website  



Search by: 

VApp Name 

VCategories  
ï Book  

ï Education 

ï Environmental Adaptations 

ïHearing 

ï Cognition, Learning, 

Developmental 

ï Navigation 

ï Personal Care and Safety 

ï Productivity   

ï Communication 

ï Therapeutic Aids 

ï Vision 

TFL AppFinder  



Get to Know Your  

AT Act Program  

Å https://www.at3center.net/stateprogram 



Considering the Lifespan  



Transition Success: Consider 

This  

ÅOur success relies on: 

ïBeing involved in ñMy Plan!ò 

ïKnowing myself 

ÅSelf-Exploration 

ïWho are you? 

ÅLearning style 

ïWhat is your personal learning style? 

ÅHonestly exploring  

ïWhat do I want to do when I grow up? 

ïWhat assistive technology do I need to accomplish my 

goals? 



Consider This   

ÅOur Success relies on: 

ïFailing 

ïDignity of Failure 
ÅI learned more from my ñfailuresò sometimes than my 
ñsuccesses.ò 

ÅGive yourself room to fail ï and grow from the experience. 

ÅLearn to Laugh - a lot! 

ÅBe Optimistic 

ÅEvaluate & Evolve! 

ïBuilding win-win-WIN relationships 
ÅEstablishing a solid circle of support  

ïReceiving and providing support 

ÅDiversify your Circle of Friends and Acquaintances 

ÅIt sometimes is ñWho you knowò 

ÅBALANCE ï Social Life and Studies 



Successful Transitions Help Create a 

Successful Life Journey  

ÅTeach Students to: 

ïGet to know themselves 

ïPlan for Success ï in school, work, life! 

ïBegin with the end in mind 

ïBe able to tell their story 

ïListen & Learn  

ïTry ï Fail & Try againé 

ïWhen things get off track - Evaluate and Evolve 

ïExplore & USE Assistive Technology 

ïLaugh much! 

ïCelebrate their successes!! 



Begin with the End in Mind! 

ÅKnow Your Rights 



Why Assistive Technology? 

ÅFor a person without a 
disability, technology 
makes things easieré. 

 

ÅFor a person with a 
disability, technology 
makes things possible.  

 
Å TIP: USE AT. I have yet to meet 

a successful student with 
disabilities who doesnôt use 
Any AT. 

 



What is an AT Service? 

Assistive Technology Services 
 

Any service that directly assists an individual with a disability in the selection, 
acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.  
 
Includes: 
ωEvaluating 
ωProviding devices 
ωSelecting, Designing, Customizing 
ωMaintaining, Repairing 
ωCoordinating 
ωTraining/Technical Assistance ςstudent, family and school service providers 
 

        - Public Law 105-394 [29 USC 2201] 
 

 



Observations & ñHanging out with Intentò  

Assistive Technology is a continuum of tools, strategies, and services 
that match a ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ needs, abilities and tasks. 

    Low/No-tech 

 
 ̋pencil grip 

 ̋adapted books 

 ̋slant board 

 ̋highlighters,  tape 

 ̋magnifiers 

 ̋color coding 

 ̋read to out loud 

 ̋picture schedule 

 ̋strategies for memory 

 ̋colored transparencies 

P̋roof readers 

 ̋note taker 

 

      Mid-Tech 

 
 ̋word prediction 

 ̋text to speech 

 ̋speech to text 

 ̋spell checkers 

 ̋talking calculators 

 ̋digital recorders 

 ̋organizers 

 ̋e-books 

 ̋adapted keyboard 

 ̋adapted mouse 

 ̋adapted toys 

 ̋CCTV 

 ̋apps under $100 

      High-Tech 

 
 ̋computer/laptops 

 ̋tablets/phablets 

 ̋smartphones, 

 ̋smartpens 

 ̋OCR scanner/software 

 ̋magnification software 

 ̋speech output devices 

 ̋switch, joystick access 

 ̋scanning access 

 ̋voice recognition 

 ̋environmental 

  control devices 

 ̋apps over $100 

Assistive Technology Continuum  

 



Moving from Information  

to Action  

 

Evaluations for Learning Disabilities  

Å  One to one assessment  

Å  Comprehensive battery of tests  

Å  Detailed report with recommendations for support in work 

and/or learning  

 

ÅWhat did You learn in your LD Evaluation? 

ÅMoving from Information to Action 

ïUsing your Evaluation results as an Action 

Plan for AT 
 



Moving from Information  

to an AT Action Plan  

Dyslexia 

Å A specific learning disability that affects reading and related language-

based processing skills. Dyslexia is sometimes referred to as a Language-

Based Learning Disability. 

Å The severity can differ in each individual but can affect: 

ï reading  

ï fluency,  

ï decoding,  

ï reading comprehension,  

ï recall,  

ï writing, 

ï  spelling, and  

ï sometimes speech and can exist along with other related disorders.  

ÅWhat does this information tell us regarding our 

AT Action Plan?   http://ldaamerica.org/types-of-learning-disabilities/ 



Building a Firm Foundation for 

AT Success! 



The ñFASTò Track 
 

ÅFrustration  

ÅAnxiety  

ÅStress  

ÅTension  



Human Activity 

Technology (HAAT) Model 
ÅHuman: represents the skills and abilities of the 

person with a disability 

ÅActivity: a set of tasks to be performed by the person 

with a disability 

ÅContext: the setting or social, cultural and physical 

contexts that surround the environment in which the 

activity must be completed 

ÅAssistive Technology: devices or strategies used to 

bridge the gap between the personôs abilities and the 

demands of the environment 
Å Developed by Cook & Hussey 



The SETT Framework 

S = Student/Skills 

E = Environment 

T = Tasks 

T = Tools 

 
 

 

 

Adapted from Joy Zabala   www.joyzabala.com  

http://www.joyzabala.com/


Exploring Assistive 

Technology Strategies and 

Solutions 

 

ÅTry before you buy 

 



Know Your Tablets  



Mobile Tablets/ eReaders  

ÅWhat do I need? 

ÅDoes it read out loud? 

ÅDo I need Apps? 

ÅChange colors? 

ÅChange line spacing? 

ÅTextbooks? 

ÅFun Reading? 



Microsoft OneNote  

ÅCrosses all platforms 

ÅType, write, or draw with the free form feel of pen and 
paper 
ïUse stylus or finger 

ÅSearch and clip from the web to picture ideas 

ÅBrings students together in a collaborative space or 
can give individual support in private notebooks 



OneNote Learning Tools  

  



Learning Tools Toolbar  

  



Android Tablets  

ÅMany different options for user preference 
ïAmazon Fire 

ïSamsung Galaxy 

ïLenovo Yoga 

ïAsus ZenPad 

ÅWi-fi compatible 

ÅSome accessibility built in 



Apple iPads  

ÅThree sizes/varieties 
ïiPad Pro 
Å9.7 inches and 12.9 

inches 

ïiPad Air 2 
Å9.7 inches 

ïiPad mini 4 
Å7.9 inches 

ÅiOS 10 

ÅCountless apps 

ÅOrganization 

ÅAccessibility 

ÅHigh quality photos 



 

 

AT Solutions for 

Reading 



Low Tech AT Solutions  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jACz9xVki5mgCM&tbnid=gAnPtDwWZPQWXM:&ved=&url=http://ttactechtuesday.pbworks.com/w/page/42427248/LoTTIE&ei=vpNXU-KPGOGu8AGX0IDoCg&bvm=bv.65177938,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNEScNXUDx5Q3JkC6sHJPbJ-Q-1cQA&ust=1398334782890150


ÅBuilt-in pen and pencil grips 
ïVariety 

ïCan build you own with a tennis ball or ping-pong ball 
ÅWide barrel pens and pencils 
ïMakes it easier for some people to write due to their 

contoured shape. 
ïThere is more surface area to grip which makes it 

easier to write. 

Low Tech AT Solutions for Writing  


