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Agenda  

ÅTools for Life Overview 

ÅTechnology and Schools 

ÅA look at Organization Software 

ÅA look at a few Apps for Organization 

 



AMAC  

AMAC Accessibility is a social change 
organization on a mission to create 
affordable services for 
governmental, private and non-
profits organization working with 
individuals with disabilities. Services 
include e-text, braille, captioning, 
assistive technology, office 
management software and 
consulting. 



Accessibility Made Smart  

AMAC creates practical solutions that work, with a focus on utility,  
ease of use, and high quality.  
  
Å Accessibility Consulting focuses on organizational accessibility needs with 

evaluation, technical assistance, customer support, and website accessibility 
solutions. 

Å Braille Services produces customized projects from both print materials and 
electronic text including partial books and chapters or graphics only using 
cutting-edge technology. 

Å Captioning Services makes classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio 
environments fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing. 

Å Professional E-Text Producers provide high-quality e-text in many formats 
such as PDF, DOC, DAISY, and HTML. 

Å Certified Assistive Technology team provides on-site and remote 
assessments, demonstrations, training and technical assistance for education, 
work, and daily living environments.  

 

For more information, please visit our website at www.amacusg.org 

http://www.amacusg.org/


Tools for Life Mission  

Weôre here to help Georgians 

with disabilities gain access to 

and acquisition of assistive 

technology devices and assistive 

technology services so they can 

live, learn, work, and play 

independently in the 

communities of their choice. 



ÅTFL developed Georgiaôs Plan for AT  

ÅWe serve individuals of all ages & all disabilities in Georgia 

ÅOver 50,000 thru various activities throughout the year 

ÅTFL Network 

ÅAssistive Technology Resource Centers 

ÅLending Libraries 

ÅTraining and Demonstrations 

ÅAT Reuse 

ÅAT Funding Education/Assistance and Resources 

ÅOnline Resources 

Åwww.gatfl.org - 12,000 unique visitors a month 

Tools for Life  

Georgiaõs Federal AT Act Program 

http://www.gatfl.org/
http://www.gatfl.org/




Indiana Assistive Technology Act project 

(INDATA)  

Address: Easter Seals Crossroads  

  4740 Kingsway Drive  

  Indianapolis, IN 46205  

 Email: 

wwingler@eastersealscrossroads.org 

http://www.eastersealstech.com 

 

mailto:wwingler@eastersealscrossroads.org


Technology Changes Fast  

ÅJune 2007- 1st iPhone  

ÅSept 2007- 1st generation iPod Touch 

ÅOctober 2008- 1st Android phone sold 

ÅApril 2010- 1ST iPad 

Å2010- Google launched its Nexus series of 

tablets and smartphones 

Å50 billion downloads! 

 

 

 

 

 



Schools  

ÅWelcome Class of 2026! 

Å2.8 Million school age children have a 

Disability 

ïAges 5-17 

ïMajority will need accommodations for school 

ïCensus 2010 

ÅWhat does mobile technology mean for 

schools? 

 

 

 

 



Schools  

ÅCheaper assistive technology 

ÅThey already know how to use 

ÅOpportunities for Inclusion 

ÅPromotes depth of learning 

ÅMillion of Apps 

ÅPortable 

ÅLike to use 

ÅEqual access in educational settings 

ÅHelps with organization  
Picture used by permission 



Schools Jump On Board!  

ÅGibbon Fairfax Winthrop High School in MN 

ï1st non college/university school to purchase iPads to 

students 

ÅPositive response from students 

ïñTheyôre easy to work with. I can do so many things 

with them instead of shuffling books and papers in my 

backpack.ò 

ïñEasier to take notesò 

ÅBy 2014 Los Angeles County all students will have an 

iPad 

ï30 million dollars 
http://www.macgasm.net/2010/04/20/first-u-s-high-school-to-buy-ipads-for-their-students/ 

 http://www.dailynews.com/general-news/20130618/lausd-spending-30-million-to-buy-30000-ipads-for-students 
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Indiana Schools  

Å2009 Indiana education officials decided to 

let school districts to tap into a $39 million 

pot of state money 

ï previously reserved for textbooks  

ïpay for digital curriculum and devices for 

students 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ï http://indianapublicmedia.org/stateimpact/2012/05/11/how-state-dollars-could-fund-your-

districts-next-tech-initiative/ 
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Google Chrome  

Å22% of US schools are using 

Chromebooks 

Å20 million students are using Google Apps 

for education 

ÅSchools are finding that it saves in IT 

money 

ÅWorks across platforms! 

ïAccessible apps 

ÅReadability, Texthelp, Snap Read 



Google Chromebook  

ÅGreat for Organization 

ÅItems are stored in the Cloud 

ÅTeachers can access studentôs work 

ÅEmail work as a Word Doc 

ÅChromebooks are affordable 

ï$199.00 

ÅNo USB ports 

 

 



Google Calendar  

ÅColor Code items 

ÅShare Calendars 

ÅAccess across multiple platforms 

ÅCustomize Notifications 

ïSMS Text 

ïEmails 

ïPopups 

ÅMultiple ways to view 

ïDaily 

ïWeekly 

ïMonthly 



Live Scribe Pen  

 

ÅRecords what it hears and what you write 

ÅUses specific paper for playback 

ÅConnects to computer by USB for saving 

ÅTap on note and playback from there 

ÅJump forward and back in notes 

ÅDictionary 

ÅTranslation Apps 

ÅPurchase Apps online 

ÅDemo 

 

 

 

 

http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/


Software  



Evernote  

 ÅWorks across 

platforms 

ÅOrganize notes 

ÅCreate folders 

ÅImport pictures 

ÅRecord Voice and 

Audio Notes 

ÅSave Tweets 

ÅFree 



XMind  

ÅFree Mind Mapping 

software 

ïUpgrade to pro version 

Å7 built in themes 

ÅVariety of Charts 

ÅCan Import and 

Export 

ÅOnline Mind Map 

Library 

ïPost to websites 

ïPost to blogs 

 

ÅCan Add Audio Notes 

Åhttp://www.xmind.net/ 

 

 

http://www.xmind.net/
http://www.xmind.net/
http://www.xmind.net/


Inspiration  

ÅMind Mapping 

software 

ÅAllows User to 

ñconnectò ideas 

together 

ÅAdd in pictures and 

hyperlinks 

ÅCan produce an 

outline form 

ÅBetter organization of 

essays  

Å$39.95 

ÅApp $9.99 

 

 





Mobile Tablets  



Microsoft Surface  

 

 

 

ÅWindows 8 

ÅSlim and has a USB port 

ÅMoveable Tiles 

ÅBuilt-in Accessibility 

ïSpeech-to-text 

ïNarrator 

ÅThin pressure sensitive 

cover that doubles as a 

keyboard 

ÅStarts at $349 

 

 



Samsung Galaxy Tab 3  

 ÅAndroid System 

Å7, 8, or 10 in screen 

ÅCamera 

ÅMicro card 

ÅWi-Fi 

ÅUSB for computer 

ÅSome built-in 

accessibility app 

ïDownload others 

ÅStarts at $199.99 

 



Apple iPad /mini/ Touch  

 

ÁMulti - touch screen 

Á New iOS 7 

ÁMillions of apps 

Á Surf web 

Á iTunes 

Á Videos 

ÁOrganization 

Á Accessibility  

Á Books 

Á Photos 

Á Speakers 

Á 5.0 megapixel camera 

 

 

 

Height: 7.87 in 

Width: 5.3 in   

Depth: 0.28 in   

Weight: 0.68 lb  



TFL AppFinder  

Search by: 

VApp Name 

VCategories  
ï Book  

ï Education 

ï Environmental Adaptations 

ïHearing 

ïCognition, Learning, 

Developmental 

ï Navigation 

ï Personal Care and Safety 

ï Productivity   

ïCommunication 

ï Therapeutic Aids 

ï Vision 








